Mothers hide your daughters: Two top
rock acts come to Lupo's. Page 13

Heart of the Matter: A ‘draft’ at 18? The
drinking age is disputed. Page 11

The

Cowl

Est. 1935

www.TheCowl.com

Vol. LXXH No. 3

Providence College • Providence, R.I.

September 27, 2007

What Happens When Students Get Busted
Health Center and
new dean aim to
reduce alcohol
abuse by community
by

Rick Kurker ’09
News Staff

The issue of alcohol abuse has received
considerable attention at Providence
College, especially since the presentation
of the alcohol abuse report by the
Committee on Campus
STUDENT Culture, Conduct, and
LIFE Civility (Four C’s).
According to Catherine
Gates, health educator and wellness coor
dinator, there are many reasons for wide
spread alcohol use and abuse among col
lege students. She said that when students
come to college, they are away from
parental control, they have the chance to
act as adults, they have easier access to
alcohol, and as a result they tend to come
in with the perception that alcohol is a key
aspect of the college experience.
“They think ‘I’m in college, thus this is
what I should do,’” Gates said. “I don’t
hear a lot of college students say that they
are in college for academics or for their
futures. Instead, alcohol is commonly
viewed as the center of college life.”
Gates also said that alcohol is a form of
entertainment as well as a social equalizer.
“Alcohol is used to level the playing
field when it comes to socializing,” she
said. “Different groups come together
because they have alcohol in common.”
Gates said that for her, alcohol aware
ness is not a means of abolishing alcohol,
but rather a way to reduce the harm result
ing from the misuse of alcohol as well as a
means of educating people about the con
sequences resulting from its use and misuse.
Furthermore, results of alcohol abuse
include hangovers, changes in eating and
sleeping habits, and missing class or show
ing up but not being mentally present.
Socially, Gates said occasions arise in
which a student may seek medical help for
an intoxicated friend. The next day, how
ever, he or she may be upset, claiming that
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While consequences vary on a case-to-case basis, officials at Providence College hope to promote healthy alternatives to the
binge-drinking culture on campus. According to the alcohol abuse report released during the 2006-2007 academic year by the
Four C’s Committee, there is a pervasive drinking problem at PC and school officials hope to turn around this trend.

Changing Middle East Perceptions Convocation honors
Miller ’10
Asst. News Editor
by Joe

Between the conflict in Iraq and the
fight against terrorism, the Middle East has
taken on a greater role than ever in
American foreign policy. On Sept. 26, Dr.
Augustus Richard Norton
came
to
Providence
LECTURE College to deliver a lecture
in which he illuminated
some of the intricacies that make the
region such a volatile place.
In his presentation, which was held in
the Ryan Concert Hall at the Smith Center
for the Arts, Norton began by outlining
five basic principles that contribute to
unrest in the region.
First, many citizens of Middle Eastern

INSIDE THE COWL:
World:
Is there possibility
of war between
France and Iran?

countries are frustrated with their govern
ments, especially the high levels of corrup
tion that tend to be prevalent.
“When you travel to the Middle East,
what you find is really a lot of dissatisfac
tion with government,” said Norton. “The
people don’t necessarily want to overthrow
the government, but there’s unhappiness.”
Second, the presence of numerous oppo
sition groups generally leads to instability.
“Opposition groups come in many dif
ferent flavors, but almost all of them have
an Islamist climate,” he said. “They
believe that religion must play a signifi
cant role in public life and politics. What
that role is, is what’s debated.”
Third, although secular liberal groups
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A&E:
New play in
Providence puts
spin on Humpty
Dumpty.

by

Chris Donnelly ’08
News Staff

Providence College celebrated the
beginning of the academic year at the
annual Academic Convocation on
Wednesday, Sept. 19. The event, held on
the Slavin Center lawn,
introduced those in atten
ACADEMICS dance to new faculty
members and celebrated
current faculty for their accomplishments.
“I thought it was a very good opportuni
ty for new faculty to meet their col
leagues,” said Dr. Christopher Arroyo, pro
fessor of philosophy and one of the new
faculty members teaching at PC.
In addition to announcing the new fulltime faculty members, the convocation

Roving:
Can you
describe PC in
one word?

professors

also celebrated professors who were
awarded tenure. The achievement of pro
fessorship by Dr. Thomas Guilmette, pro
fessor of psychology, was declared.
Earning of the title of associate professor
was Dr. Daniel Home of the department of
marketing.
The seven professors called on to the
dais were Dr. Nuria Alonso Garcia, asso
ciate professor of modem languages, Dr.
Juan Flores, associate professor of philos
ophy, Dr. Aurelie Hagstrom, associate pro
fessor of theology, Dr. Timothy Mahoney,
associate professor of philosophy, Dr.
Susan McCarthy, associate professor of
political science, Dr. Margaret Reid, asso
ciate professor of English, and Dr. C.

Portfolio
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Science Interns Display Summer Research
by

Devin Murphy ’10
News Staff

PC’s biology, physics, and chemistry
students exhibited their summer endeavors
in Albertus Magnus Hall Tuesday, Sept.
18. Students, ranging from sophomores to
seniors, lined the second
CAMPUS floor with posters for the
Annual
NEWS Second
Undergraduate Research
Poster Session. Each student created a
poster explaining work that they did dur
ing the summer recess. Some participated
in summer internship programs throughout
the country, while others collaborated with
professors here on campus for research.
“This was the second [poster session]
and we’re going to try to have one every
year,” said Rev. Nicanor Austriaco, O.P.,
assistant professor of biology. “We did it
the first semester of the school year
because we’re trying to emphasize what
students did over the summer.”
Nearly 20 posters were on display.
Professors, students, scientists, and science
enthusiasts alike showed interest in the
students’ efforts while enjoying the avail
able refreshments.
“I think it’s fascinating. It’s nice to see
so much research going on,” commented
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., President of
Providence College.
Christopher Hjorth ’09 presented his
poster detailing his research with Cell
Signaling Technologies, in Danvers, Mass.
He studied FMOC-based peptide synthesis
and its analytical chemistry.
“I learned a lot and had a lot of fun, and
I worked with a lot of great people,”
Hjorth said of his summer internship.
Lindsay MacDougall ’09 worked with
Efi Kokkotou M.D., Ph. D. at Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center and Harvard
Medical School. Her poster was entitled

“Melanin Concentrating Hormone (MCH)
as a mediator of intestine inflammation in
C57BL/6J
Mice
Gastrointestinal
Neuropeptide center, Gastroenterology
Division Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center, and Harvard Medical School,
Boston.”
“We worked with colitis in this experi
ment and we had two groups of mice,” said
MacDougall. “We found that mice that
were deficient in MCH had less swelling
and inflammation.” Colitis results when
the immune system attacks the intestines
without cause, causing swelling, inflam
mation, and ulcers.
MacDougall included two graphics on
the poster to demonstrate the difference
between a mouse deficient in MCH and a
mouse which had MCH. The picture of the
mouse deficient in MCH showed no
swelling of inflammation.
She spent three months collecting data
for the research. The experiments have
only produced preliminary results and the
study is still on-going.
She also conducted research on dia
betes.
“I loved it. It was a great experience,”
said MacDougall of her summer intern
ship.
Katherine Mattaini ’08 did research at
the Mayo Proteomics Research Center,
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Mayo
Clinic at the College of Medicine in
Rochester, Minn., for her summer intern
ship. Her poster, “Development of a Mass
Spectrometric Assay for the Detection of
ALT Homologs in Blood Serum as an
Indication of Liver Damage,” explained
the research she conducted with H. Robert
Bergen III, Michael W. Holmes, and W.
Ray Kim.
For 10 weeks Mattaini studied the pro
teins’ masses in hopes to eventually be bet
ter able to distinguish them. It is still an
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ongoing experiment.
“It’s an exciting field [that] I was work
ing in. I had never heard of it before. It’s an
up-and-coming field,” said Mattaini.
Dan Gittings ’10 worked with Father
Austriaco in Albertus Magnus Hall over
the summer. His poster was entitled
“Characterization of Sugar Induced Cell
Death in the yeast Saccharomyces cerevisiae.”
“We work with the mechanisms
involved with programmed cell death in
the budding yeast cell Saccharomyces
cerevisiae,” said Gittings. “Programmed
cell death is cell suicide. We are working
with genes in the yeast cells to understand
which genes are involved with pro
grammed cell death. We work with yeast
because it is easier to manipulate the genes
in these cells .than working with mam
malian cells. Our work will give us insight
as to how programmed cell death works in
humans.”
The poster session will help PC’s stu
dents wishing to pursue a career in the sci
ence field to prepare for the real world.
“Students need to learn this basic skill to
succeed as chemists or physicists or biolo
gists,” said Father Austriaco. “A lot of the
work at the poster session was of high pro
fessional caliber.”
For Gittings, research helped to expand
his view of science beyond the classroom.
“I thought that doing research was a
great experience,” said Gittings. “It opens
your eyes to a whole new field of science
outside of the classroom. Finally all the
hours of reading out of your textbooks and
notebooks full of copious notes in class
actually mean something in the real world.
You learn a lot of new things, and it helps
you to understand what a scientist actually
does in the real world. It is also a great
career path alternative to someone that
only thinks being a biology major is only

September 28 to October 1

28 Friday
Campus

4:00 p.m. Fridays at
Four - Master Class
with Diana McVey,
soprano, Ryan
Concert Hall, SMith
Center for the Arts .
4:00 p.m. Theology
and Philosophy
Softball
Game/Picnic,
Intramural Softball
Field.

to go to medical school.”
Poster sessions and competitions are
held throughout the year. In Nov., a poster
competition will be held at Roger Williams
University. There students will be able to
compete with other students from the
southern New England area.
“Most of my students are actually vol
unteering. They want to compete and pres
ent the work that they’ve done,” said
Father Austriaco.
The PC biology, chemistry, and physics
students’ posters will continue to be dis
played in the Albertus Magnus second
floor hallway. There, students and visiting
scientists will still be able to view them.
The poster session helps many students
decide on the field of science in which they
want to pursue a career.
“Many students come to college and
they’ve never met a scientist. So a few of
them never think about pursuing a Ph.D. or
an M.D./Ph.D.” said Father Austriaco.
“It helped me to realize that there is
more than just medical school as an option
as a biochemistry major,” said Gittings.
“Coming into college I thought that the
only thing I wanted to do after I graduated
was to attend medical school and become a
doctor. Doing research showed me that I
could see myself making a career out
becoming a molecular biologist...”
Gittings, along with other students he
worked with, hopes to have his research
published soon in scientific journals.
According to Father Austriaco, in the
professional world of science poster ses
sions are very common ways to display
research. Often there are conferences held
in hotels where thousands of posters are on
display. These sessions are where scientists
and researchers explain their experiments.

3
8:30 a.m. PC Unity
Week Community
Cleanup, Huxley
Gate.
8:00 p.m. Take 5
Twilight Retreat,
Campus Ministry
Center.

10:00 a.m. National
Society of
Collegiate Scholars
Induction, Ryan
Concert Hall.

7:00 p.m. Two
Pianos Plus concert,
Ryan Concert Hall,
Smith Center for the
Arts.

11:30 a.m. PC
Unity Week: Unity
and Diversity
Mural, Slavin
Center Lawn.

7:00 p.m. PC Unity
Week: Brave New
Voices All-Stars,
McPhail’s.

1:00 p.m. Literary
Journalism - Alembic,
Slavin Center G01
(Soft Lounge)

1:00 p.m. PC Unity
Week: Unity Bazaar,
Slavin Center Lawn.

4 Thursday
11:00 a.m. Of
Many Colors:
Portraits of
Multiracial Families
Exhibit, Slavin
Center Lower
Level.
5:00 p.m.
Accounting and
Finance Career Fair,
Slavin Center ‘64
Hall and G01

Want to be the next
Woodward and
Bernstein?
Grab an applicationfor the News Staff in
Slavin GO 5!
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Freshman Candidates Want to be Voice for Class
link between you class and the Student
Congress,” said Nadeau. “I will work hard
to turn your ideas into actions.”
For Nolan, being vice president would
s their first month on campus allow him to get involved in student gov
concludes, some members of ernment, something he regretted not doing
the Class of 2011 are turning in high school.
“In high school, I never got involved in
their attention towards run
student
government and I always regretted
ning for Student Congress. Thirty
four
freshmen are running for the varying it, so I feel as though getting involved now
would be a good change for me,” Nolan
offices.
said. “I want help make my classmates’
four years here memorable and a lot of fun,
President
Caitlin Rice, Kyle Heaney, George and I believe Student Congress will help
O’Brien, Jon Conradi, Raine Dalton, me do that.”
Odian said she vows to listen to her
Jessica Zawada, Tyler Bernadyn, and
Stephen Mendelsohn are each hoping to be classmates and assist them in any way pos
sible.
elected president of their class.
“I am running to get more involved with
Rice said she believes the campus is a
community, but within that community, the students in my class and be a part of
helping with their concerns,” said Odian.
there is a need for leadership.
“I am interested in being the leader, the “If elected, I will do my best to provide
president of the freshman class because I any help for whatever it is the students
want to unite the class of 2011,” said Rice. may need.”
Having been involved in student gov
“I want everyone to be able to share the
friendships and the unity that composes a ernment since eighth grade, Harencak said
community and makes life in general so she feels she is ready for the continued
responsibility.
fun.”
“For the past five years, I have been
For Heaney, raising money for the class
actively involved in student government,”
of 2011 is a key issue.
“Fundraising is a key component of she said. “I took my job very seriously, but
being your president,” said Heaney. “I truly enjoyed every aspect of it. I’m very
promise you that I will be open to all ideas passionate about student government and
and suggestions that you may have as a therefore, I would like to be a part of mak
ing a difference at Providence College.”
class.”
Despite the wide variety of clubs at PC,
Being the voice of the freshman class is
Keller said he chose to run for Student
important to O’Brien.
“Congress is a way to ensure that the Congress because of his passion for poli
voice of the class is heard through the cymaking.
“... I’ve always been intrigued with and
school and more importantly the voice of
every individual is heard in the class,” said had a passion for policymaking and leader
ship oriented roles,” said Keller. “... I’ve
O’Brien.
Conradi said he believes one person can had many leadership roles; from being the
make a difference and will help with his captain of my high school running teams,
to being the vice president of NHS and
future goal of political involvement.
“I have a firm commitment to the belief other service oriented clubs. These posi
that one individual can greatly impact his tions along with the experience I gained
surroundings,” said Conradi. “I plan on a redrafting my high school’s constitution
career in politics and view Student have lead me to many realizations about
Congress as an excellent opportunity to efficient and effective policymaking . . .”
hone my organizational and leadership
Hopkins sees being vice president as a
skills while making lasting contributions way to become involved and the opportu
to the school.”
nity to meet new people.
Dalton said if elected, she hopes to serve
“I love PC so far, and am having a lot of
as a link between students and faculty.
fun,” said Hopkins. “I was looking to get
“As class president, I will guide us to a involved in this school and meet new peo
level of better understanding and commu ple. I think that Student Congress would
nication between our class of 2011 and the be a great way to do that ... I am a very
faculty and administration of Providence approachable person and though I have
College,” said Dalton. “As president I will ideas of my own, I would be working for
not only work for you, but I will work with you and therefore would want to hear what
you.”
you want to see done by your Congress
Event planning, for Zawada, is the key members.”
Zefi has prior experience organizing
to making freshman year memorable.
“I want to help make this year a memo events and said she believes this experi
rable year for everyone by planning ence will be an asset as vice president.
“My favorite time of year was homedances, events,” said Zawada. “I know
that people can get overwhelmed and coming, when I dedicated all of my time to
stressed with all of the studying they do at organizing events for my school,” said
PC, so I want to help keep the stress levels Zefi. “I loved seeing my peers excited and
down by planning lots of cool things that involved and I knew that I encouraged
people can look forward to.”
them because of my dedication. I hope to
For Bernadyn, attending Providence do the same here, leading my class and
College was a lifelong dream and if elect getting everyone involved.”
ed, he said he will listen to everyone’s
ideas.
Secretary
“I’ve always wanted to come to
Running for secretary are Brigid Quinn,
Providence College,” said Bernadyn. Kelli Gassert, Taylor Trudon, and Kyle
“Growing up, my father would take me to see Lynch.
the Friars’ basketball games ... I promise to
For Quinn, being involved with Congress
hear all your ideas that you may have for such is something she has hoped for because of
all it is involved with on campus.
things as events, fundraisers, etc.”
Mendelsohn said he hopes to continue
“Ever since I decided to come to PC,
playing a leadership role on the campus, as Congress was one of the groups on campus
I knew I wanted to get involved with,” said
he did in high school.
“I have always been interested in poli Quinn. “I feel that I would like to become
tics, and the way in which governing bod part of Congress because of all that it does
ies are run,” he said. “Thus, it was only on campus. I would like to be able to take
natural that throughout my high school part in making major decisions involving
career I assumed leadership roles in the the Providence College campus and its stu
various clubs and activities I was involved dent body.”
Gassert said she believes her passion
in ... I would love to be elected president
of the class of 2011 so that I might contin and belief in serving others would make
her an asset to Student Congress.
ue to be a leader in college.”
“I feel that I have a lot to offer as a
leader, classmate, listener, and friend,”
Vice President
Seven students are running for vice said Gassert. “Everything that I engage in
president of the freshman class: Liane I am passionate about and always pursue
Nadeau, Eamonn Nolan, Andrea Odian, what is right for the sake of others. I
Dana Harencak, John Keller, Keely believe in community involvement, serv
ice to others, and respect for everyone’s
Hopkins, and Amanda Zefi.
Nadeau said she hopes to serve as a thoughts and ideas.”
If elected secretary, Trudon said she will
voice for class in Student Congress.
“As an elected officer, I will serve as the keep students informed of what is happenby

Beth Lenehan ’08
News Editor
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Above, left to right: Tyler Bernadyn ’ll, Jon Conradi ’ll, Raine Dalton ’ll, Kyle
Heaney ”11, George O’Brien ’ll, and Jessica Zawada ’ll are six of the eight can
didates running for president of the class of 2011. Posters are all around campus.

ing by keeping records of the meetings.
“If elected as secretary, I will be sure to
fulfill my responsibilities and maintain the
flow of communication between our class
and Student Congress by keeping all the
minutes and records at meetings and mak
ing them available for you to view,” said
Trudon. “I am open to any and all sugges
tions to make this year the best experience
for you.”
Secretary for four years of high school,
Lynch said he feels he has the knowledge
of what the job entails.
“I was my class secretary for all four
years of high school, so I am well aware of
my responsibilities that this position
entails and I have great experience,” said
Lynch. “I would love the opportunity to be
a leader of our class because I love being
involved in school related affairs.”
Treasurer
Running for treasurer are five candi
dates who each believe they can each bring
something different to the job: Kelli
O’Donohue, Donny Goodwin, Justin
Federico, Tim Combatti, and Rich
Dell’Isola.
O’Donohue said by working with the
other members of Student Congress, a dif
ference can be made on the Providence
College campus.
“By working as a cohesive body of stu
dents inspired to make a difference we will
be able to acknowledge our personal dif
ferences and diverse backgrounds while
simultaneously focusing on what unites us
all as PC students, pupils of our world, and
followers of God,” said O’Donohue.
After spending the summer working at
the Massachusetts State House, Goodwin
said he believes his political experiences
set him apart from the other candidates.
“This past summer, I worked as a Senate
page at the State House in Boston, Mass.,”
said Goodwin. “My job was to deliver
messages and important documents to
each of the senators. I have also worked
on a political campaign for a state senator

... I believe that I am the best candidate
for treasurer because I have political expe
rience like no other.”
For Federico, the responsibility of treas
urer is large, but he is willing to accept it.
“As the role of class treasurer, not only
would my responsibility be huge, but I
would have a huge importance within the
Congress community,” said Federico.
“Playing a leading role in my class seems
very attractive to me, as the duties at hand
will be accomplished at my greatest abili
ty”
Combatti said he enjoys planning events
and turning plans into actions.
“I enjoy leading, yet I can cooperate
well with others,” Combatti said. “I am
organized, I can handle a lot of stress, and
I have great ideas ... I enjoy taking my
ideas and the ideas of others and putting
them into action.”
After meeting his fellow classmates in
the first few weeks of freshman year,
Dell’Isola said he would embrace the
opportunity to represent the Class of 2011.
“Through fundraising, allotting money
to important class events, and a commit
ment to attendance, I am certain that I will
be able to provide a vital contribution in
the advancement of the Class of 20Il’s
experience at PC,” said Dell’Isola. “I
would appreciate the opportunity to impact
all of you in helping to make your
Providence College experience a memo
rable one.”
Representatives
Running for representatives are
Amanda Mathieu, Cassie Lenza, Alyssa
Jacaruso, Naomi Brown-Jones, Mark El
Back, Tim O’Mara, Scott Schere, Beth
Anne Myers, Daniel Nieto, and Jillian
Rippolone.
The Class of 2011 can cast their votes
beginning on Wed., Oct. 3 at midnight on
ANGEL and can vote until 4 p.m., Thurs.,
Oct. 4.

4 The Cowl____________________ ______________________________ News__________________ ____________ September 27, 2007

Father Shanley Addresses Congress Allocations
College’s “mission to be holistic,” advanc
ing academic excellence, and increasing
resources.
Andy McMannis ’09, class representa
lcohol abuse. Student-pro tive, brought up the issue of Slavin Center
fessor interaction. The pos as a student union and wondered if there
sibility of a new student were any plans to renovate it.
“Slavin Center was not built for the pur
union.
These were just
of a student union of a largely resi
some of the issues raised by the pose
members
of the 58th Student Congress when Rev. dential college,” Father Shanley said. ‘I
Brian J. Shanley, O.P., president of the think about it a lot. Hopefully soon, we
College, spoke at their Tuesday, Sept. 25 will have a plan in place.”
The issue of alumni donations was
meeting. Anyone at the meeting was
allowed to ask Father Shanley about raised. According to Father Shanley,
varying topics and issues around the approximately 25 percent of alumni cur
rently donate, but 10 years ago, almost 40
Providence College community.
Father Shanley’s question and answer percent gave to the College. Father
session opened with a question from Shanley said along with figuring out why
Peter Boggeman ’08, who asked about donations are lower, the College must fos
the search for a new dean for the school ter a culture of donation among current
of business. According to Shanley, it has students.
“How do we create a culture of giving
been narrowed to three candidates.
Father Shanley said the College hopes to among students who are here?” said Father
offer the position to one of the three Shanley. “The earlier you capture alumni,
the more likely they will stay with you.”
within 10 days to two weeks.
Boggeman also raised an issue that has
“I am very excited,” said Father
Shanley. “We just have to figure out who been a source of debate on campus—the
alcohol abuse and the recommendations
is best for the job.”
He also addressed the upcoming New reports. Boggeman said according to the
England Association of Schools and report, a new culture should hopefully
Colleges (NEASC) recertification and emerge on campus, but had questions in
urged students to be honest if asked ques regards to that new atmosphere.
“What should the new culture be?” he
tions by the committee.
“I want you to be self-reflective,” he asked. “Culture often changes on its own.
said, adding that the College as a whole What do you want it to be?”
Father Shanley said he is currently try
must be self-critical and think about what
ing to create alternatives to counteract the
is both good and bad on campus.
Along with the NEASC visit, the “social anxiety” many students have in
Board of Trustees will also be coming to regards to drinking. He also said that when
campus in the next two weeks. Father coming back to campus late at night, he
Shanley said he will be able to address has witnessed students sick from alcohol
the Strategic Plan, which was released abuse.
“It saddens me to see people doing
during the spring 2007 semester. He will
focus on the three main goals for things like that to themselves,” Father
Providence College, including the Shanley said.
by

Beth Lenehan ’08
News Editor
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Father Shanley added that by offering
different events on campus, he hopes a
“richer appreciation” of artistic culture
will form and “alcohol will not be the
default” on campus.
“It’s not easy, but we are taking small
steps,” he said. “I’m trying to make this
a place we’re proud of.”
Part of Father Shanley’s plan to make
the community proud of Providence
College includes planting done over the
summer and the new banners around the
campus. He added that culture does not
change overnight and there will be a five
to six year turn around for changes to be
implemented and for the community to
witness the changes.
Changing the culture on campus also
involves working with the city. In
response to a question from Sarah
Highland ’08, class vice president,
Father Shanley said he has spoken with
representatives of the Providence Police
Department and the city of Providence.
He said more police patrols have been
added.
Ryan Donnelly ’08 asked what can be
done to increase interaction between stu
dents and professors beyond the class
room setting. Father Shanley said he
would like to see “learning seeping into
campus life.”
“One simple thing I tell students is to
pound on their professors’ doors,” Father
Shanley said.
Father Shanley also emphasized mak
ing students proud to be Friars. He said
he thinks “athletics are important” as
they build community and give
Providence College a national profile.
He also said with new facilities, like the
Concannon Fitness Center and the reno
vated Dunkin’ Donuts Center, he is
expecting the basketball team “to be the
best in years.”

Accounting Association: $400
ACapella: $1,000
Amnesty International: $400
Art Club: $260
Best Buddies: $300
Bio Society: $275
BMSA: $22,000
BOP: $185,000
Chemical Society: $450
Circle K: $450
College Against Cancer: $245
Commencement: $75,000
Congress: $4,200
Crew: $0
Dance Company: $850
Dance Team: $1,650
Education: $350
Future Friar Executives: $850
Freshman Class: $1,000
Golf Club: $800
History Club: $400
Japanese Animation Club: $155
JRW: $36,000
Men’s Volleyball: $1,700
OAC: $1,000
OSSW: $375
PC Democrats: $600
PC Pals: $800
Pep Band: $ 1,600
Philosophy Club: $1,000
Racquetball Club: $1,750
Rejects on the Rise: $170
Republicans: $600
Rugby (Men’s): $0
Rugby (Women’s): $7,500
Sailing: $13,250
Sci-Fi Club: $100
SEAC Environmental Club: $150
SHEPARD: $800
SOAR: $100
Society of Physics Students: $150
Sophomore Class: $2,000
Toastmasters: $300
Urban Action: $400
Women Will: $400

Phone Charges: $1,200
Reserve Fund: $32,020

Convocation:
Manchester
Receives Award
continued from front page

Joanna Su, associate professor of mathe
matics and computer science.
Dr. F. Russell Hittinger, Warren
Professor of Catholic Studies and profes
sor of philosophy and religion at the
University of Tulsa, was awarded the
Reverend Robert J. Randall Distinguished
Professorship in Christian Culture at the
convocation.
Another award was presented at the
event: The Joseph R. Accinno Faculty
Teaching Award. Dr. Margaret M.
Manchester, assistant professor of history
and director of the American Studies
Program, was the fifth faculty member to
be given the teaching award.
“I was really honored, humbled. The
fact my students and former students wrote
in and nominate me makes me want to
continue to improve and experiment
because it just validates all that work,” said
Manchester.
The convocation honored those faculty
members who had retired from teaching at
PC. Recognized at the event were Mary
Russell, professor of mathematics, Dr.
Robert Brown, professor of management,
and Rev. James A. Driscoll, O.P., professor
of theology. Father Driscoll was in atten
dance to accept a gift presented to him by
the College.
The life of Dr. Rodney Delasanta, a pro
fessor of English at PC, was celebrated at
the convocation, acknowledging his 46
years of teaching at PC and his scholar
ship. Dr. Brian Barbour, professor of
English, gave a speech introducing
Delasanta’s personal Chaucer text, which
is now on display at the Phillips Memorial
Library.
“It was good to honor Dr. Delasanta, he
accomplished so much for the institution
for so long,” said Manchester.
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Alcohol: Administrators Seek to Curb Problem
continued from front page

medical help was requested prematurely.
“It’s better to get help if it may be need
ed than to just put an intoxicated friend to
bed and hope they’ll be alright,” Gates
said.
There are also the legal and schoolenforced consequences, such as fines,
community service, meetings with the
dean of judicial affairs, paper writing, or
hall director meetings.
“It all adds up, and people don’t think
about it ahead of time,” Gates said. “If
you’re going to engage in alcohol for
whatever reason, the question is how do
you do so without hurting yourself or oth
ers academically, socially, physically,
financially, or emotionally.”
“You wouldn’t drink if it had no value,”
Gates added. “Students have to learn to do
it for the value but also to do it safer.
Students must ask: How is this affecting
me? Is the price I’m paying too much?”
However, Gates indicated that most col
lege students know much of this already,
based on past education, their own experi
ences, or their friends’ experiences. Still,
while students may claim to know all of it,
Gates said it is important to enlighten them
on why it is important.
She said she attributes the controversy
over the Four C’s Committee to this idea,
in that students may oppose the
Committee’s views because they feel it
will destroy their perception of college
life. Yet morally, ethically, and legally, the
College cannot let the alcohol abuse go on,
said Gates.
“The perception of the typical PC stu
dent is a high intensity partyer, when this is
usually not the case,” she said. “You hear
about the visible ones, who fight or streak
or get sick, but not the 400 others who
drank but got home safely.”
Gates said that people tend to generalize
the whole group to the party image and
assume that everyone is like this when in
reality, people do other things over the
weekends.
Overall, Gates said she looks forward to
educating people throughout the year
about healthy decision-making concerning
alcohol.

“I’m optimistic and encouraged and
ready to do what I can, offer my services,
my resources, my help, my experience to
make it a more enriching campus for those
experiences that should be happening on
campus, not what the students perceive to
be the experiences they should be having,”
Gates said.
Gates’ analogy for her method of deal
ing with alcoholism is as follows:
“If you keep seeing people drive off a
cliff, you keep sending rescue, but if you
put up a net or fence or a stop sign, the
amount of casualties can be reduced,” said
Gates. “With the alcohol issue, we’re now
at the bottom of the cliff and picking up the
pieces. The next time you’re driving down
that road, remember there’s a cliff there.
Enjoy the sights, drive to the end of the
cliff, and look out over the water.”
Erin Johnson ’08, vice president of
STEP 1, said that she believes alcohol
abuse is a problem at PC. Johnson recalled
a conversation with a transfer student who
did not want to go out to bars but felt he
had to. He wondered, “Well, what else is
there to do here that doesn’t involve alco
hol,” and it is this perception that Johnson
said is a major cause of binge drinking on
campus.
“I believe the best way to educate peo
ple about alcohol is to show them that
there are healthy ways of drinking and also
show the big dangers of binge drinking,”
Johnson said. “It won’t work to tell people
plainly not to drink. I believe the use of
motivating speakers such as Mr. [David]
Hellstrom and peer-to-peer education can
really have a big impact’ on alcohol educa
tion here at PC.”
PC After Hours is another on-campus
organization that aims to divert students
away from alcohol-related activities.
“PC After Hours is a collaborative effort
between student organizations and depart
ments on campus to provide chemical free
programming on Friday and Saturday
nights,” said Sharon Hay, director of the
Student
Activities-InvolvementLeadership (S.A.I.L.) Office. “The initia
tive began approximately four and a half
years ago.”
Past programs sponsored by the organi
zation, according to Hay, are ice skating
nights, carnivals, game shows, hypnotist

shows, and even a magician this past
Saturday night.
“This year, PC After Hours has expand
ed and is planning even more events than
in the past,” said Hay. “The SAIL Office
will be serving as a resource for planning
and promoting the events. All students are
welcome to join us as we plan exciting
events for the campus.”
Kevin Butler, dean of judicial affairs,
said that the consequences for students
caught in an alcohol-related situation
depend on the specific circumstances of
the situation.
“I take every situation on a case-by-case
basis,” he said. “I don’t like to predeter
mine how I sanction a student. I want it to
be a fair process.”
According to Butler, underage posses
sion and consumption is generally more
serious than merely being in the presence
of alcohol without drinking. He said that
underage students should try their best to
avoid situations like this so that they are
not implicated in the consequences that
follow.
Butler also said that students over 21 are
legally able to drink on campus in appro
priate places such as McPhail’s, the Suites,
and the apartments, but only if everyone is
of legal age.
“It gets tricky when underage students
are present because they may be tempted
to participate,” he said. “If you’re going to
drink, it is best to stay in your own space
where it is appropriate.”
For Butler, students who live off-cam
pus are to be held just as responsible for
their actions as students who live on-cam
pus.
“When a student decides to be a part of
the community, on or off campus, they are
bound to uphold the community’s stan
dards, as dictated by the student hand
book,” Butler said.
Butler also said that students who are
transported due to intoxication actually
receive a greater opportunity to be educated
about alcohol abuse.
“It’s not easy to be at a hearing, know
ing that the student has done something
wrong but also knowing that the student
needs help,” said Butler.
Butler said he encourages the education
al approach to alcohol-related conse

quences by upholding community stan
dards. Students are also taught about the
harm that their actions can cause to them
selves, both as individuals and to the com
munity.
According to Butler, the response from
the judicial sector of PC is “pretty typical
of Catholic higher education.”
“I am more educational in my approach
to the sanctioning process rather than
blindly fining someone where a fine may
not be appropriate,” he said.
Butler said he has read the Four C’s
report several times. He said that the doc
ument is “well-done” and that the College
should be commended for being open
about the fact that there may be an alcohol
problem here. In his opinion, the alcohol
abuse at PC seems to come in cycles.
“Every class is different,” he said. “If
the same study were to be done another
year, it would probably have different
results, and this is probably common
throughout the nation.”
Butler, who previously worked at
Wesleyan University, said the number of
PC students transported is roughly the
same as Wesleyan, despite PC having
fewer students.
Butler said he hopes to promote health
programs, such as those provided by
Gates, as well as programs to steer stu
dents away from alcohol and toward more
responsible student activities.
“PC is a place to meet people, but alco
hol affects students’ college careers, as
well as their mental and physical health,”
Butler said. “Our goal is to uphold the com
munity standards and keep everyone safe.”

For any interested students,
the next meeting of the PC After
Hours group is at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 10

Lecture: Norton Discusses Attitudes Toward U.S.
continued from front page
do exist, their influence often pales in
comparison to that of more radical organi
zations.
“They don’t really have a base in socie
ty that they can mobilize,” said Norton.
Fourth, opposition groups tend to be
focused on large-scale changes to society
within areas that affect them directly.
“These are groups that are interested in
changing the context in which they live,”
he said.
Finally, the leaders that generate the
most public support are powerful figures,
skilled at manipulating the moods of the
people.
“They’re primarily autocrats - these are
not democracies,” said Norton. “They’re
adept at replaying our own fears for us.
They tend to be pretty clever about echo
ing our own concerns.”
Norton also discussed contemporary
attitudes in Middle Eastern countries
toward a variety of American institutions.
The results, presented in the form of recent
Zogby Poll data, revealed some notewor
thy trends.
When it came to American policy in
Palestine and Iraq, the responses of the
public were overwhelmingly negative.
This displeasure did not extend to
American movies and consumer products,
however, which enjoyed a favorable reac
tion. Additionally, Iran was the only coun
try whose people strongly disapproved of
American values as a whole.
According to Norton, much of the
Middle East takes a dim view of recent
American involvement in the area, particu
larly the conflict in Iraq. He said plays,
comedy revues, and other productions are
frequently aimed at the perceived failures
of the American political system.

Even domestic issues within the United
States factor into perceptions and attitudes
about the country. He said that the war in
Iraq has been especially damaging to the
American image, and radical groups have
taken full advantage of the resentment and
ambivalence.
“You can’t escape Iraq. Everybody’s
talking about it on different levels,” he
said. “They say, ‘How can the Americans
be so inept?”’
Norton added, “In a country like Jordan,
you’re worried about the spillover,” which
he compared to the effects of the SovietAfghani war in the 1980s.
Attitudes toward executed Iraqi presi
dent Saddam Hussein typify the changing
moods in the region, Norton said.
“Before the U.S. invasion, people called
him a terrorist,” he said. “Now, he’s
becoming something of a hero.”
He described a widely circulated post
card that describes Hussein as a figure who
“lived heroically... died as a man.”
“This is now the attitude of many people
over there,” Norton emphasized.
One of the final topics Norton touched
upon was the war in Iraq, which he has
opposed from the beginning. He described
the Bush administration as unwilling to
accept the suggestions of anyone who does
not agree with their policy, even qualified
advisors.
“One of the recommendations of the
Iraq Study Group was that the U.S. needed
a much more diplomatic project vis-a-vis
countries like Iran,” he said, adding that
while Iran is generally considered an
enemy, many of the United States’ recent
actions have been supportive of that coun
try.
“If you’re sitting in Tehran, you’re won
dering if Vice President Cheney is a secret
ally of Iran. We’ve actually given them a

pretty big gift,” he said, referring to the
defeat of Iranian enemies such as the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan and Saddam
Hussein in Iraq.
Norton stressed that Iran will certainly
play a significant role in the future of the
Middle East and related American policy:
“We can’t pretend they don’t have influ
ence in this situation, because they do. We
need to get serious about it and get moving
on it.”
He added that Iranian president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is “very popular”
in the region right now.
Returning to the war, Norton said that
military action in Iraq seemed like a mis
take to him even in 2003.
“The argument I made in government
meetings was that we don’t understand
Iraq. We don’t know anything about it,” he
said, adding that the president and his staff
appeared unfamiliar with the area but will
ing to act on dubious theories.
“One assumption that was very popular
within the Bush administration was that
the Shi’a are very secular, which was very
strange,” he said.
Norton also spoke of how, after recom
mending against military action, he did not
have any contact with the White House
until, as he put it, “things started to look
not-so-rosy around May 2003.” He
stressed the need to establish a sense of
legitimacy among the people if American
soldiers were to remain, but he did not hear
from the White House for a significant
length of time.
While he regrets voting for President
Bush in 2000 and remains opposed to the
war, Norton would not support an immedi
ate troop withdrawal, citing not only the
practical difficulties of doing so but also
the “moral obligation” that he feels the
United States now has.

“No matter how you slice it, there’s no
easy answer,” he said.
Norton spoke for about 90 minutes, and
his remarks were generally well-received
by the students in attendance.
“It’s always refreshing to hear from
someone who has a firsthand perspective
of what the situation is,” said Natalie
Cooper ’08, who expressed frustration
with what she perceives as media bias that
makes the truth hard to discern.
Kate Jones ’08 attended with the hope of
increasing her knowledge of the region,
and was pleased with Norton’s presenta
tion.
“I’m not really happy with the U.S. pol
icy in the Middle East, but I’m also igno
rant about the Middle East, so I wanted to
learn more about the issue,” she said.
“I learned a lot more than I expected to
learn” agreed Erik Gravel ’ll. “He offered
a lot of insight about why American policy
has gone wrong in the Middle East. He
also was a very impressive man on a per
sonal level.”
Norton, who is currently a professor of
international relations and anthropology at
Boston University, has an extensive back
ground in Middle Eastern affairs that
includes almost 30 years of study and a
great deal of time spent in the region.
Beginning in the early 1980s, when he
served as an American military observer
for the United Nations in Lebanon,
Norton’s career has also featured a stint as
an U.S. Army officer and later as a profes
sor at the United States Military Academy.
He is presently a contributing editor to
Current History, a journal of world affairs.
Most recently, Norton sat as an advisor to
the Iraq Study Group, which analyzed
American involvement in the ongoing cri-
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France Announces Possibility of War
By Brett Corrigan ’09
World Staff

Europe: France & Russia
Roughly one year after major talks
began within the European Union about
Iran’s growing weapons program, worries
in France and Russia have grown, causing
Presidents Nicolas Sarkozy and Vladimir
Putin of Russia to call for further action.
According to official French press
releases, if nothing is done soon to dis
courage Iran’s enrichment programs, the
international community will only have
two options, “the Iranian bomb or the
bombing of Iran.”
These words may seem ominous; how
ever, they come after a year of frustration
and multiple United Nations resolutions
urging Iran to halt all nuclear projects.
The talks initially began between the
head of Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council, Ali Larijani, and European Union
representatives on Sept. 9, 2006.
After subsequent meetings, it was rec
ognized that open talks would not be a
reality and that Iran was not ready to
adhere to calls for enrichment suspension.
The EU appealed to the United Nations
for further support, according to a French
report on Iranian interaction.
It was then, on Dec. 23, 2006, that the
UN unanimously adopted resolution 1737,
which “makes the suspension of all enrich
ment and heavy water-related activities in
Iran compulsory, including for research
and development.”
Members of the UN also agreed to work
to prevent any foreign contribution to
Iran’s nuclear and missile programs in
hopes of hampering their progress, threaten
ing financial sanctions against any organiza
tions or individuals who contributed.
Despite actions by the international
community, Iran has remained defiant. A
statement released by Iranian Ambassador
to the UN, Mohammad Jayad Zarif, insist

ed that Iran will continue to develop its
enrichment program, arguing that it is doing
so for peaceful and educational purposes.
It was not until March 2007 that the UN
National Security Council adopted a new
resolution urging Iran to continue negotia
tions and communication. These calls for
communication surged as UN officials
began to realize that the past talks and res
olutions had backfired, only causing Iran
to become increasingly isolated.
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Russian President Putin with Iranian
President Ahmadinejad in April ’06.

The UN Security Council also pressed
on, resolving to stop Iran from continued
nuclear development.
As a result, a ban was placed on the
exportation of weapons from Iran.
Restrictions also took effect in Iranian
financial relations outside of the country.
In spite of this, Iran has still remained
defiant as President Ahmadinejad
announced in April that the enrichment
program in Iran had begun its industrial
phase. This statement became the final cat
alyst which triggered concern in interna
tional communities.

Fossils Found in Georgia
By Christopher Mitchell ’09
World* Staff

mosaic” of both primitive and evolved traits.
These findings do not fit neatly into the
previously conceived scheme of human
development. Observations from past fos
Eurasia: Georgia
sils, often merely stone tools and incom
plete hominid skulls, have suggested that
H. erectus as a species should have bared
Anthropologist David Lordkipanidze
grew up loving detective stories, recent
more likeness to modem man in terms of
findings made by his research team may
body size and brain mass. One excavation
unearth the riddles that surround one of
in Africa had even found an erectus man
the greatest remaining mysteries - that of with a much more modem body standing
human evolution. As was reported in a
nearly six feet tall. Struggling to compre
recent article in Nature, aprestigious science
hend these radically new findings, another
journal, Lordkipanidze’s team discovered a
article in Nature concluded that “the
series of three dozen fossils. It is believed
(Georgian) and early African H. erectus
that the fossils belonged to the skeletons
fossil represent different populations of a
of four separate Homo erects individuals,
single, highly variable species.”
an extinct species believed to have existed
Mankind’s ability to adapt to different
about 1.8 million years ago.
environments and ecological
They are the oldest collection
niches. Therefore, seems to
of hominid fossil to have ever
have been underestimated.
been found outside of Africa,
One firm conclusion seems
which makes this recent col
to have been made from
lection from Georgia particu
these findings.
larly revealing.
They seem to finally
“The really important point
reveal to scientists what
is you have multiple individu
was necessary for our
als from the same time and
ancestors to start migrating
location,” paleoanthropologist
out of Africa.
Tim White tells Nature. This is
“Now we have this evi
because the four separate indi
dence. It seems the limb
viduals create comparisons
proportions to traverse
SCIENCENEWS.ORG environments out of Africa
that allow scientists to make
better observations about the One of the fossils recently were there at least 1.8 million
species as a whole, rather than
found in Georgia.
years ago,” Dr. Tattersail, a
those that may or may not
paleoanthropologist at the
apply strictly to one individual.
American Museum of Natural History,
The findings in the study are surprising.
told The New York Times.
With the specimens demonstrating unusu
Once again bringing about revelations
ally developed spines and lower limbs, in
too complex to be fully digested, these
lieu of surprisingly undeveloped cranium,
excavations reveal a common reality simi
lar to all scientific study - they bring with
upper limbs, and body size (the largest
adult would have been a mere 56.4-64.4
them just as many new questions as they
do educated guesses.
inches tall), the article noted “a surprising

France has been one nation particularly
vocal about the subject. In a statement on
May 24, French Minister of Foreign and
European Affairs M. Bernard Koucher
said, “I would like us to be able swiftly to
adopt new sanction, showing Iran that the
path... chosen is unacceptable, and will
lead only towards increasing isolation.”
Koucher also acknowledged that France
will continue to work with the UN rather
than taking measures into its own hands,
but also made it known that the conflict
with Iran is a major issue for international
security and well-being.
Another issue that France has brought to
light is that a call for sanctions does not
mean a guaranteed end to conflict, but
instead leaves Iran with a choice, similar to
the choice Iraq faced four years ago.
Russian President Vladimir Putin has
also shown increased concern for the situ
ation in Iran and stated on September 7
that “Russia intends to continue to work
with our partners and colleagues within the
framework of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) and the United
Nations. We hope that we can find a solu
tion for the benefit of the both: internation
al community and the Iranian people.”
Ultimately, Russia, France, and other
European countries are continuing to dis
cuss the next best course of action that will
bring about the end of Iranian nuclear
enrichment, while also holding on for trac
tion in order to avoid instigating a more
serious conflict.
Meanwhile in the United States, President
George W. Bush announced in a speech on
Sept. 10 that “The Iranian regime and its ter
rorist proxies have demonstrated their will
ingness to kill Americans — and now the
Iranian regime is pursuing nuclear weapons.”
Bush continued, pledging that “the
world is working together to prevent Iran’s
regime from acquiring the tools of mass
murder. . .We’ll continue to work closely
with our allies to find a diplomatic solu
tion. The world’s free nations will not
allow Iran to develop a nuclear weapon.”

___________7
Would you support France in a
war with Iran?

“I think it’s hard to support any
war right now.”
Michelle Childs ’08

“I would support it only if Russia
and France start the war first.”
Ryan Totolo ’10
Compiled by Diana Gingles ’08

The Sunny Side
Positive News Stories in a Negative World

Mexican Millionaire Aids the Poor
By Jenny Arvanaghi ’10
World Staff

Americas: Mexico
According to Fortune magazine and The
Wall Street Journal, Carlos Slim is the
richest man in the world as of August
2007. 67-year-old Slim controls a major
telecommunications company in Mexico.
Slim gained some of his wealth by invest
ing in a number of struggling companies
during the economic crisis of Latin
America in the early 1980s. Currently,
these companies are gaining fortunes,
adding to Slim’s wealth.
Unlike most rich people of our time,
Slim does not invest his money in extrava
gant purchases. Rather, he is very charitable.
Recently, he got together with former
President Bill Clinton and Canadian busi
nessman Frank Giustra to begin an anti
poverty campaign in Latin America. He
continues to donate money to various
health care centers, schools, and hospitals.
Slim doesn’t believe philanthropy is the
best solution to the growing poor popula
tion of Mexico. Rather he believes that
solving the root of the problem, poverty,
will allow people to prosper. Slim states,
“It’s based on my conviction that poverty
is not fought with donations, charity or
even public spending, but that you fight it
with health, education and jobs,” accord
ing to The Associated Press.
Slim owns Telmex, a Mexican phone
company which runs 90 percent of the
country’s land-line phones. Also, he con
trols Inbursa, a financial group that owns

businesses ranging from retail stores to
restaurants. Slim is very generous in
helping the poor of Latin America. In
August, he declared he would donate up
to 250,000 laptops to Mexican schools
and libraries by the end of 2007. In a
recent interview, Slim stated that “Wealth
is like an orchard. You have to share the
fruit, not the trees,” according to BBC News.
Carlos is also a very interesting man;
he is a widower who spends most of his
time relaxing in his modest second-story
office. He enjoys watching baseball and his
favorite team is the New York Yankees.
Slim is often accused of monopolistics
practices, and his company is compared
to Wal-Mart in America.
Businesses also complain that
Telmex’s business phone rates are more
than twice as high as those in the United
States. This competition is not necessarily
a bad thing for Mexico and may even foster
more growth, according to U.S. Treasury
Secretary Henry Paulson.
Adding to his already generous dona
tions, Slim has created a new project, the
Latin Development and Employment
Generator, in which the company will
build infrastructure programs such as
dams, hospitals, universities and roads,
creating more jobs than other charity pro
grams set up in the past.
Overall, Slim has a positive outlook on
Mexico’s future and believes that Mexico’s
economy will prosper with the establish
ment of these beneficial programs.
Also, more job openings will discour
age emigration of Mexican citizens and
allow them to receive a proper education.
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Local
Dual-Degreefor Brown and RISD Students
The president of Brown University,
Ruth Simmons, and the president of the
Rhode Island School of Design (RISD),
Roger Mandle, announced on Friday, Sept.
21 that they were launching a dual-degree
program for undergraduate students.
Students can study a major like film, for
example, at RISD and English at Brown.
There are many variations and a wide
range of choices for students who will
receive a Bachelor in Fine Arts from RISD
and a Bachelor of Arts from Brown
University. In a brief ceremony, Simmons
stated, “this will harness the strengths of
both Brown and RISD. This gives our stu
dents the rigorous and liberating education
they so richly deserve,” according to The
Providence Journal.
Faculty as well as students are looking
forward to this interdisciplinary move
ment. The program will take five years to
complete, but in the end is advantageous
because it gives students the opportunity to
be well-rounded.
National
Medicaid Cuts for Illegal Immigrants
The federal government announced that
it will no longer cover chemotherapy for
illegal immigrants, a government-financed

by
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Oddly

Enough

Jenny Arvanaghi ’10

program for emergency medical care.
Medicaid, the national health program for
the poor, used to provide limited coverage
for illegal citizens; yet after an intense
national debate, the Bush administration
has finally denied claims for federal pay
ment of some emergency services.
In response, state officials have sent a
letter to the Medicaid agency protesting
the new law, stating that medical care
should be determined by the state not the
federal government.
Federal officials declined to discuss
these complaints, yet the director of the
Center for Medicaid and State operations
stated, “Longstanding interpretations by
the agency have been that emergency
Medicaid benefits are to cover emergen
cies.” The state continues to struggle,
even though the federal government
believes an emergency does not constitute
care for illegal immigrants, non-residents,
and foreign students.
International
Former President of Peru Returns
After seven years, former President
Alberto Fujimori returned to Peru facing
five charges of corruption and two human
rights abuse charges. He was flown into
Lima by helicopter to a police base where
he will be held until a facility is prepared

for his detention. He has been charged
with ordering death-squad killings and
participating in various acts of govern
ment corruption.
Fujimori denies the allegations, stating,
“This does not mean that I’ve been tried,
much less convicted. I hope that in Peru
there exists the due process to clarify the
accusations against me,” according to The
Associated Press.
Fujimori can spend up to 30 years in
jail for the human rights charge and 10
additional years for the corruption charges.
Science/ Technology
Arctic Ice Caps Melt
On Thursday, Sept. 20, it was reported
that the ice caps on the Arctic Ocean have
shrunk more than one million square
miles below the average minimum area
reached in recent decades.
The ice retreat has been extreme only
this past year. The Alaskan side of the
Arctic Ocean has thousands of square
miles of open water, and the Northwest
Passage through the islands of Northern
Canada have been free of ice for weeks.
The reason for the accelerated melting
is the climate change from greenhouse
gases that are warming our environment,
melting icc sheets, thawing tundra, and
warming seawater.

Travelodge Room Dedicated
to English Couple
A couple from the United Kingdom has
spent 22 years in Travelodge motels.
David and lean Davidson began spend
ing their time at the motel chain in 1985
after visiting a sick aunt in the hospital.
Since 1997, the British couple has
lived at the Grantham, Lincolnshire
Travelodge in England.
Mr. Davidson, 79, and Mrs.
Davidson, 70, enjoy the maid service of
the hotel and the large rooms and easy
first floor access.
The couple has become close with the
hotel management and staff at the
Travelodge over the years and, because
they are such loyal customers, the
Davidson’s are able to take advantage of
overnight-stay discounts.
Due to their patronage, the
Travelodge has changed the name of
Grantham’s Room One to the Davidson
Suite.

By Diana Gingles ’08
World Staff

Thousands of Protestors Rally for “Jena 6” Students
By Jared Ozga ’09
World Staff

Americas: United States
Approximately ten months after the
brutal beating of lustin Barker at Jena
High School, the first set of trials have
begun. The bail of seventeen-year-old
Mychal Bell, having already been con
victed of aggravated battery in early June,
was set at $90,000. Bell faces the possi
bility of 22 years of jail time for the bat
tery charge as well as conspiracy in
attempted second-degree murder. Many
believe the possible sentencing to be
"unfair" and "biased.”
Democratic representative Maxine
Waters was quoted by a CNN correspon
dent as saying, "They cannot get away
with a justice system that would send
high school students to prison for years
for high school fighting."
Rev. Al Sharpton was also present at
the marches numbering roughly 18,000
people currently commencing in the
small Louisiana town of Jena. He
revealed his view to the same reporter
questioning why the judge overseeing the
case could "excuse the behavior of whites
and overcharge blacks?"
Sharpton's question seems quite fitting
in reference to the events that occurred
prior to the beating of Barker.
Three months before the physical
assault white students were accused of
hanging nooses from a tree located on the

high school campus and claiming that
black students were "not allowed" to sit
under that particular tree.
The subsequent events that followed
point to a blatant disrespect for the black
students of Jena High School.

broken bottle. Smith would be charged with
battery and placed on probation. Dec. 4,
2006 receive most of the nation's attention
with the beating of Barker, a white stu
dent, who was knocked unconscious and
kicked repeatedly by six black students.

Jena Police Officers clear the way for protestors to march in support of the Jena 6.
On November 30th, one of the school's
academic buildings was burned to the
ground, sparking further controversy
about racial tensions within the school.
The first three days of December would
see a 22-year-old Robert Sloan attack Robert
Bailey, one of the alleged "Jena 6", with a

U.S. attorney Donald Washington, who
oversaw the investigation, had a conflict
ing take on the events in Jena saying, "A
lot of things happened between the noose
hanging and the fight occurring, and we
have arrived at the conclusion that the
fight itself had no connection."

Asked why the white students accused
of hanging the nooses were not convicted
of a crime, Washington responded that the
authorities "didn't press charges because
[the noose hangings] didn't meet federal
crime criteria".
Seeing as this case is seemingly being han
dled by a generation who has dealt with civil
rights in the past, a new generation also has
its take on the "Jena 6" incident.
Siobhan O’Neill '09 makes a good point
in saying, "Overall, I feel the Jena sentenc
ing of attempted murder for a schoolyard
dispute was blown way out of proportion.
It isn't fair to say the system is entirely
unjust, however had six white kids beaten
up a black kid, I honestly believe they might
have been treated with more leniency."
Thomas Allen '09 believes, "It's impor
tant to point out that a whole three months
had passed before Barker was beaten. If
several white students had beaten up a
black student there could be the same
amount of racial upheaval as we've seen in
this case already. I don't think this case is
about race, it's about proper sentencing for an
actual crime versus a racial display of hate."
In related news, a neo-Nazi group has
reportedly posted the phone numbers and
addresses of the members of the "Jena 6"
and their families online.
Families of the convicted have been
receiving threatening phone calls for the
past week.
Authorities believe the members of the
online group have no apparent connection
to the student attacked in Jena.

The Election 2008 Updater
Your source for the latest news from the Democratic and Republican Parties
By Amanda Silk ’08, World Editor

Hablan espanol?
Democratic candidates gathered for the
first ever Spanish broadcast television
debate on Sept. 9 at the University of
Miami in Coral Gables, Fla.
The location, Spanish television station,
and primary language of the debate attest
to the growing importance of Hispanic
voters for the Democratic Party.
Univision’s anchors, Jorge Ramos and
Maria Salinas, questioned the candidates
in Spanish. The candidates responded in
English and their responses were translat
ed for viewers.
Gov. Bill Richardson (N.M.) and Sen.
Chris Dodd (Conn.) both speak fluent
Spanish but were prohibited from answer
ing in Spanish. Univision created this rule
so that no candidate would have any
advantage in appealing to the viewers.
Richardson remarked during the debate,

“I’m disappointed today that 43 million
Latinos in this country, for them not hear
one of their own speak Spanish, is unfor
tunate,” as reported by CNN.
The questions were on topics of assumed
importance to Latin American voters, such as
immigration, United States relations with
Cuba, the wall along the Mexican border, and
the Iraq war.
Candidates were caught off guard when
they were asked why they supported a wall
along the Mexican border but not along
the U.S.-Canadian border.
Sen. Clinton (N.Y.) said, “I do favor
more security on the border and in some
cases a physical border because that has to
be part of securing our borders,” according
to CNN.
In the current CNN nominee polls, Sen.
Clinton (N.Y.) leads with 39%, trailed by
Sen. Obama (Ill.) with 20%, and Former Sen
Edwards (S.C.) with 15%.

Mitt’s New Ads
Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt
Romney is seeking to distance himself
from the highly criticized Republican
party in his new series of television and
print ads.
The television ad entitled “Change
Begins With Us” aired during NBC’s Meet
the Press on Sunday, Sept. 23. The ad is run
ning in Iowa, New Hampshire and South
Carolina, all early primary states.
According to CNN, Romney says in the
ad: “If we’re going to change Washington,
Republicans have to put our own house in
order. We can’t be like Democrats - a party
of big spending. We can’t pretend our bor
ders are secure from illegal immigration.
We can’t have ethical standards that are a
punch line for Jay Leno. When Republicans
act like Democrats, America loses. It’s time
for Republicans to start acting like

Republicans. It’s time for a change and
change begins with us.”
On Sunday, Romney’s campaign ran a
full page “open letter” ad in the New
Hampshire Union Leader and in a D.C.
newspaper, Roll Call, on Monday.
Essentially, Romney’s message of
“change” within the Republican Party is
designed to attract frustrated GOP voters.
Kevin Madden, a spokesperson for
Romney, told CNN that the ads are being
well received and that “They [Republican
voters] agree that it is a powerful message
that serves as a call to Republicans to restore
the American public’s faith in our party as
one of fiscal conservatism, security and high
ethical standards.”
In CNN’s nominee polls Romney is
ranked third, with 14%. Former N.Y. Mayor
Giuliani is in first with 27%. Newcomer,
Former Sen. Thompson (Tenn) is second
with 26% of the vote.
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Kids Run the Town on CBS Show
Is the Hit TV Show Kid Nation the Next Lord of the Flies?

by Andy Kowal ’10
Commentary Staff

Former President Harry S. Truman used
to have a plaque on his desk saying, “The
buck stops here,” meaning that he would
take responsibility for the actions of his
staff and of the nation.
POLITCAL Rhode Island’s Governor
Donald Carcieri could
take a lesson from the for
mer Commander-in-Chief. If you live in
Rhode Island, you have probably heard of
the state-police raid on Narragansett Indian
tribal land. The governor is doing every
thing he can to insure that he doesn’t have
to testify under-oath at the trial of seven of
the tribal members.
In 2003, members of the Narragansett
Indian tribe were selling cigarettes at a road
side smoke shop on their tribal land in
Charleston, R.I., without charging Rhode
Island taxes. On July 14,2003, the governor
ordered the state police to raid the smoke
shop and execute a search-and-seizure war
rant. The scene that ensued next is now infa
mous in Rhode Island’s history. Video of
tribal members resisting arrest and state
troopers using force to subdue them
replayed for weeks on the local news sta
tions. This collision caused eight tribal
members to be arrested, including one juve
nile and the chief sachem of the
Narragansett Indians, Matthew Thomas, and
sent eight other members to the hospital.
Seven of those arrested are now facing trial
facing charges of resisting arrest, obstruction,
disorderly conduct, and assault. These are
misdemeanor charges that could send them to
prison for a year or charge fines of $1000 for
each offense.
This encounter is certainly not an openand-shut case. The question of whether the
state really had jurisdiction over the land
was only recently determined by the United
States Supreme Court in 2006. There is also
a discrepancy between the governor and
Steven Pare, the former 'superintendent of
the state police, over the exact orders given
about the raid. The day after the raid Carcieri
told reporters that he informed state troopers
that they were to retreat if they encountered
resistance while Pare denies that he ever got
those directions.
The governor was asked to testify in this
trial to give his account of what exactly his
instructions were to Pare. Carcieri cited
executive privilege to release him from this
civic responsibility. His spokesman stated
that Carcieri’s testimony would have noth
ing to do with the charges brought against
the tribal members. With the question of
state jurisdiction and the different accounts
of what amount of force, if any, was to be
used, his testimony is relevant. If he did in
fact inform the state troopers to withdraw if
they encountered resistance and they did
not, that needs to be said. It needs to be said
in a court of law and under oath.
Providence County Superior Court Justice
Susan E. McGuirl ruled in early August that
the governor’s testimony would be relevant
but would be limited to questions only about
his instructions to Pare. Carcieri then filed an
appeal with the Rhode Island Supreme Court.
The trial of the members was scheduled to
begin on Sept. 17, but because of the
Carcieri’s appeal it has been postponed indef
initely until die Rhode Island Supreme Court
decides whether the governor should be com
pelled to testify.
Governor Carcieri obviously feels that
instead of taking an afternoon to sit down in
the Providence County Supreme Court and
explaining what instructions he gave to the
state police, his time would be better suited
preparing for a state Supreme Court hearing.
CARCIERI/Page 10

“Pioneers! Are you ready?” was one
of the opening lines from CBS’s new
show, Kid Nation. The show drops 40
children, ages 8 to 15, in the desert of
New Mexico in “Bonanza City” and
tells them to “build a better world” in an
old west town.
Initially, I was appalled. My love for
children told me that this could not be
right. I envisioned children bullying and
brutalizing each other and running wild
in the New Mexican desert. I imagined
unsupervised children going hungry and
growing sick.
But through watching the show, I
began to see what it was really about. I
realized the show was not actually a
social experiment; rather it is an extreme
summer camp trying as hard as possible
to be a controversial reality-TV show.
Kids wearing colorful Kid Nation t-shirts
and matching bandanas engage in fieldday types of activities to win prizes and
discuss the events in the town in highly
mature language. The entire thing is
orchestrated by host Jonathan Karsh,
who possesses the ultimate bouncy, chal
lenging, camp-counselor, ropes-course
leader personality. Clearly, producers are
darting out of view of the cameras to set
up these various activities.
Four children were chosen to be the
“town council” and to make the deci
sions, putting the leadership in the

hands of the children. What a surprise
when a “town journal” (nicely put
together by the show’s producers)
offered specific instructions on how to
run a town. The “journal” suggested that
the children organize their citizens by
color. How convenient that the leaders
agreed, and that 40 brightly colored tshirts and bandanas emerged to help the
“town council” divide the children in an
organized fashion.
The show is a pint-sized prototype of
Survivor, but the challenges are some
thing one would see at any summer camp
camp: Kids work together to pump and
move water, figure out how to cook
meals, and clean the outhouses. When
critics censured CBS for this Lord of the
F/ze.s-esque experiment, the producers
were quick to note that there is a full staff
of adults, including paramedics, pediatri
cians, animal experts, and psychologists,
ready to step in at a moment’s notice.
While some accidents did occur on the
set, emergency help was immediately
provided. And while some dramatic chil
dren in the show said that they were con
vinced they would die out in the desert,
the understanding was that they would be
taken to a hospital if there were any inti
mations of illness.
The show’s promo for this week seems
to indicate that there are stirrings of
darker things to come: The children must
decide whether to slaughter chickens for
their meals. Viewers can expect some
tension between children who love ani
mals and children who love to eat. Will
the children lock themselves into the
chicken coop to protect their feathered
friends? Possibly, but I’m sure the onstaff animal wrangler has given them

specific instructions and that producers
are willing to stop filming if things get
out of hand. Drama on last week’s show
was not permitted to go any farther than
an insult and a boyish shove.
The goal of the show is to see if kids
can “build a better world” than adults.
According to the producers, these chil
dren are untainted by the problems of
society, bright and intelligent, and capa
ble of running this town. Is it true? I
agree that children have a fresher outlook
on the world, are often enormously tal
ented and do have ideas and dreams that
could build a better world. However, this
show is a wild contradiction.
The children cannot legally be left with
out adults; it would be deemed neglect.
Therefore, there are a host of adults behind
the scenes who are ensuring that things
remain safe, healthy, and nonviolent. But
with these requirements comes the
inescapable pull to micromanage. The pro
ducers are not actually leaving the children
to build this new world in Bonanza City. It is
clear from watching the show that they are
coaching and directing from behind the
scenes. They will allow a certain amount of
drama to build ratings and suspense, but the
show is not as it is marketed. It is an exercise
in leadership with adults giving children the
chance to pretend to run a town, presenting
them with hardships, and with opportunities
to learn about people and about manage
ment. I do not believe anyone needs to be
appalled at this premise for a show. 1 ques
tion the motivations of the parents who
allowed their children to enroll in such a sit
uation, but believe the show to be a sound
institution . . . and an interesting addition to
primetime television.

The Simple Life Comes to Providence
Course at Providence College Teaches Students to Live a Simpler Life
by Jackie Kramer ’10
Commentary Staff

Do you ever feel like all the different
aspects of your life are pulling at you from
all different sides? Do you feel like
between your job, classes, work, group
projects, midterms, articles that are due,
your three meetings,
and trying to catch The
CAMPUS
Hills you’re too busy to
function? We try to
simplify our lives by getting the newest
gadget like a camera-GPS-Intemet-AIMemail-mp3-video-phone. We have machines
to vacuum our floors without wires and
devices that purify our water and air so
it’s 400 percent cleaner than everybody
else’s oxygen.
OK, so that’s a bit of an exaggeration.
But the point is, maybe instead of clutter
ing our lives with more stuff to make
things easier, the way to simplicity is
through less material goods.
That is the focus of one of my classes
this semester, “The Simple Life in
American Culture,” and no, it has nothing
to do with Paris Hilton. The course
description reads, “This course explores
the cultural history of simple living in
America over the last 300 years and the
tension between this idea and the dominant
cultural emphasis on moral, institutional,
political, and economic ideas that argue for
high consumption of energy and resources.
The focus is on simple living as an element
of mainstream culture ...” One assignment
included writing our own obituaries to try
to see our goals and dreams materialized
on paper. Another assignment is to take
care of a bonsai tree for the semester.

Cool. So we are all hippie children argu
ing for alternative energy and giving up all
our worldly possessions to live in a tree,
right? Not exactly. Most of the class is just
intrigued by this notion of alternative living.
I know we are trying to learn exactly what
this “Simple Life” is. So far what I’ve taken
the course as is a focus on living with the
things you need and getting rid of the things
you don’t. But, there’s the tricky part. I need
my iPod. Other people need their 50 inch
plasma screen TVs or their DVD collec
tions. How can we balance our material
wants and needs with the notion of living a
better life?

"-----------------------------------

[Living simply is] about
finding out who you
are, who you
want to be, and being happy
with just that.
----------------------------------- "
There is no one rule on how to live a
simple life. You have to make it about
you, about finding the important things in
life, and focusing on achieving a fulfilling
life. The element of simple living I value
most is the ability to live comfortably but
not excessively. In our increasingly mate
rialistic world, 1 feel this distinction needs
to work its way into mainstream thought.
Not to say that I’m not a member of
that “hustle and bustle” world. I am busy
all the time and I try to do too much in too
little time, usually ending up stressed and
frustrated. Although I’m only a few weeks
into the course, I’ve learned I have to find
a center where all the aspects of my life

come together to achieve a sense of ease
and balance. A guest speaker, Rich
Peterson, an urban farmer at the Southside
Community Land Trust, shared that he
receives his physical exercise as well as
the social and financial aspects of his life
all in one place, the farm where he works.
He found a center and a focus where he
can bring all the aspects of his life togeth
er in one place.
I was enthralled with Rich’s talk and
found myself wanting the strength to live
simply as he did. Unfortunately, instead of
incorporating elements of minimalism into
my life, I recently found myself thrust into
the simple life.
I was robbed of my ATM cards, cell
phone and cash last Friday night. It was
a rude awakening to my dependence on
money and my beloved Samsung. A full
weekend without cash and text mes
sages can really give you insight, ladies
and gentlemen. I was able to realize the
value of walking to a friend’s dorm
room to visit and talk to them instead of
calling or texting. It sounds silly, but it
means so much more when you see their
pretty faces smiling back at you while
you hold a conversation.
While I’m not ready to take the leap
into going completely un-technical, I
find this notion of simpler living fasci
nating. It’s a personal and individualis
tic set of goals with an aspect of com
munity-building and unity. It’s about
finding out who you are, who you want
to be, and being happy with just that.
It’s beautiful and easy and optimistic.
I’m going to love this course and this
life, and I am positive that my thriving
bonsai tree and I will be simply happy.
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Letters to the Editor:
Dr. Metallo: A Nephews Reminiscence.
This is Dr. Metallo’s nephew writing
from Boulder, Colo. I wanted to give
you a glimpse of Michael Metallo, the
man. Three major things come to mind
when reflecting on my uncle.
First of all, Dr. Metallo was an elo
quent speaker. At his mother’s funeral
11 years ago, I was amazed at how suc
cinctly he was able to speak of her.
Under tough circumstances, he calmly
described his mother perfectly.
Michael Metallo loved his family and
grandkids immensely. At a family gathering a
year or two ago, he told me that being able to
contribute to his grandchildren’s college
accounts was “one of the greatest joys” of his
life. He was proud of being a husband, father,
and grandfather.

Lastly, Michael Metallo was at peace.
Two months ago was the last time I saw
him. It was evident that he was content
with his life. He had a family that loved
him, a career that he enjoyed, and won
derful memories from his numerous
trips to Europe with his loving wife.
On behalf of Michael’s wife of 44
years, Carol, and the entire Metallo
family, thank you for all the opportuni
ties that Providence College gave
Michael Metallo, the man. He appreci
ated the countless relationships that
formed as a result of this great institu
tion. We’re all Friar fans for life!
—Mark Metallo

A Student Also Remembers a Great Professor.
Dr. Metallo was a wonderful professor
and a pure gentleman. I fondly recall the
two classes I had with him, “The Far East
in Modem Times,” and “The Far East
Today.” His enthusiasm and ability to boil
the material down into a story made his
classes memorable. Dr. Metallo is one of

the best professors I had at Providewnce
College and that is saying a lot, because
the school is filled with excellent scholars.
My prayers are with him and his family
during this difficult time.

—Christopher Roche ’96

Tannents and Tirades

Voting for Clinton is Not a Mortal Sin.
This is in response to Joseph E. Vallely’s
letter to the editor published in the
September 20 edition of The Cowl entitled
“Hillary Clinton is no Joan of Arc.”
My first reaction to this letter was that
it came off as extremely sexist. One of
Vallely’s first comments is “How did
America get so lucky: A woman govern
ing a nation and commanding a mili
tary?” There is no need to attack Clinton
on account of her gender, as it has little
to do with her leadership skills. Her gen
der is not what should be focused on
here, even from a pro-life point of view.
In addition to this, Vallely states
“Joan of Arc was a humble, holy, illiter
ate girl. Hillary Clinton is none of the

above.” This is misogynistic and
Vallely’s use of Catholicism to support
such a view is morally reprehensible.
Jesus taught His followers to love each
other, not to dominate and belittle.
With all that aside, Vallely’s point is
based entirely on assumptions. The most
jarring of these is the assumption that it
is a mortal sin to support Clinton. Who
are we to judge? Rather than focusing
on the sins of others, perhaps it would
be better for the followers of Christ to
show compassion towards their fellow
human beings—including those they
disagree with.
—Ashley Cain ’09

Lost Not Found. Okay, so I’m a lost addict. I admit it, and I do this full-heartedly. I spend late nights in bed pondering the true meaning of Jack’s tattoos. I crave
Dharma brand beer. I cried when Mr. Ekko died. I cut out pictures of my face and
position them over the head’s of the male characters of the show just so I can pre
tend that I’m closer to the ladies of Lost. So what? (Okay, the last one was a joke.
Relax.) But in lieu of my die hard fandom, I ask a dire question. Where have you
gone, Lost? You commanded my attention and obsessive behavior right into the
final season episode back in May, but you’ve disappeared into the sunset (much like
Michael and Walt) since then! The latest word is you won't be back until Feb. 2008.
Ludicrous. ABC expects me and the rest of Lost nation to wait nine excruciating
months until I’m brought back into the world of John Locke’s misguided wisdom
and Desmond’s crazy premonitions? I guess I’ll just have to busy myself until then
by searching for hidden religious meaning in the character’s names in the mean
time.—Ricky LaBontee ’08

Carcieri: He Refuses to
See His Testimony Matters
continued from page 9
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This is a blatant waste of time and waste of
the tax-payers money. His spokesman also
argues that compelling him to testify would
set a precedent for a multitude of cases wish
ing for gubernatorial testimony. This is a
cheap and transparent diversionary excuse to
mask the governor’s self-aggrandizing view
of himself and his absolutist view of his gov
ernorship. Carcieri obviously feels that he is
too important a person to participate in a
common trial and that his actions should not
be questioned in a legal forum.
Governor Carcieri obviously doesn’t fol
low Truman’s motto of the buck and, in fact,
seems to be denying that there is a buck to be
stopped in the first place. But who can blame
him for not wanting to testify in this case?
All one has to do is look at the actions of our
current president to see the example he sets
for all executives. As recently as August of
this year most of the high-level staff of the
Bush Administration, including Karl Rove
and Josh Bolten, refused to testify before
Congress over the politically-motivated fir

ings of several U.S. Attorneys, citing execu
tive privilege. Why should the governor of
the smallest state in the U.S. do anything the
leader of the entire country refuses to do?
It has sadly become a more common
occurrence in American politics for govern
ment officials to skirt around issues and
evade taking the slightest bit of responsibil
ity for their actions. Carcieri is not even the
one on trial yet he refuses to answer a few
questions
about
his
involvement.
Essentially, he is sending the message that it
is better that those in charge be exempt from
the services and duties that everyone else
has to perform and that upholding this ideal
is more important than insuring that justice
be fully and fairly distributed.
Besides Truman another president had
words of wisdom. Former President
Theodore Roosevelt also said, “Character, in
the long run, is the decisive factor in the life
of an individual and of nations alike.” Based
on his actions Carcieri has shown his true
character, one that is more preoccupied with
preserving his own ego rather than perform
ing his basic civic duty.
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______ Heart of the Matter______
To Booze or Not to Booze? If You’re 18, It’s Not a Question
The drinking age should be lowered to 18 years old
by Aiden Redmond ’08
Commentary Staff

SOCIAL

I am probably preaching to the choir
here, but I think it is about time that
America wised up and lowered the legal
drinking age from 21 to 18 like almost
every other major country in the world has
done already. Maybe I am partial because
it is my senior year and I still have to wait
another month to turn 21 while all my
friends do not have to worry about
whether Elmhurst Pub is scanning IDs
tonight. Even though it affects me directly,
along with a huge majority of the students
at PC, the drinking age in the U.S. is an
issue that goes beyond making it easier for
freshmen to get a 30 of Genesee Ice for a
makeshift game of Beirut in their single
room in Fennel.
We live in a country where you are
granted the right to vote on your 18th
birthday, to decide who is going to be our
president for the next four years. Then,
after you leave the voting booth, you can
go out to the local bodega and buy your
first pack of smokes! And hey, if you feel
up for it, why not register yourself to go
fight in the U.S. Military? But do not even
try to make a detour to the liquor store.
Kind of strange, huh? You can risk your
life for your country or even possibly start
a deadly addiction, but you cannot legally
drink a beer unless your older brother
gives you his old fake ID before you
moved in to college.
I am not trying to advocate drinking
alcohol, because it is a drug and in the
wrong hands can form an addiction that
can ruin lives. In the end, the issue is real
ly about moderation, and I feel like the
current age restrictions are counter-pro
ductive in this regard.
If drinking alcohol was not treated as such
a taboo activity, I feel like most people would
not treat it as such either. Instead of treating it
as a casual activity with a group of friends or
family, it is made out to be this insane time
where if you can remember what happened
the night before, you did not drink enough.
Sure, lowering the drinking age is proba
bly not going to put an end to alcoholism, but
it will definitely change the attitude towards
it. Drunk driving will always be a problem
and I cannot say for certain whether that

would change if 18 year olds were legally
allowed to drink.
I for one never drank before I got to col
lege. Not so much out of choice, but
because I lived in the middle of nowhere.
When I got to college freshman year, the
words “drinking” and “casually” really
never found themselves into the same sen
tence. I cannot say for certain if things
would have played out differently for me
if I had drank in high school, but then
again, PC can be a wild place for a bud
ding freshman.
When push comes to shove, the age
restrictions in this country are totally

In some cases, the drinking age should remain 21 years old
Shannon Obey ’08
Commentary Editor

by

SOCIAL

I do not care how many times I’ve been
told that one glass of wine, one cup of beer
and one shot are equivalent. The fact is that if
you are doing shots you are going to get
drunker than if you were drinking beer. Why?
Because when doing shots, people tend to do
more of them in less time. The same with

For more information on this debate visit:
www. chooseresponsibly. org
GRAPHIC BY SHANNON OBEY

backwards. There are worse things in
the world than drinking underage, but
when it is treated like a crime instead of
a slap on the wrist, then teenagers will
inevitably take excess over moderation
when the beer is in their hands. In the
end, if you are old enough to put your
life on the line for your country over
seas, then you have earned your right to

mixed drinks that contain one, two, or even
up to five shot in them. They taste good. You
drink it faster. You get drunk. Although one
can get rather “trashed” while drinking beer
or wine, because it takes longer to do this, you
are less likely to get as drunk as if you were
drinking these mixed drinks.
One big reason that teens choose hard
alcohol over beer or wine, other than you can

get drunk faster so you can still make curfew,
is that you can easily hide it or steal it from
your parents.
If you walked into your house with a 30
rack of Natty Ice, my guess is your parents
would get rid of it faster than you could shot
gun just one of them. I suppose you could
hide them in your room but then you run the
risk of them becoming skunked. If your par
ents had Coronas in the fridge and you decid
ed to snag one, again parents would realize
that one is missing.
They might not notice, however, you hid
ing $10 vodka in a water bottle on your way
out the door. If a shot is 1 oz. then you should
be able to fit around 20 shots in a Dasani
water bottle. That is like walking around with
20 beers in your purse. Your parents similar
ly might not notice that an inch of their Grey
Goose is missing. Fiard alcohol can also
remain warm without going bad. It is the con
venience of hard alcohol that makes teens
lean toward it. And it is hard alcohol that
allows teens to severely over drink.
Now, what if you could bring beer into
the house without your parents caring? My
guess is that if you could, drinking would
n’t be such a serious problem since you
would have teens who are allowed to drink
but they are drinking an alcohol that they
are forced to drink slower than a shot,
excluding the extraordinary funneling abil
ities that some have.
At colleges I’ve visited up in Maine I
have n’oticed that drinking beer is alright
with the administration and students can be
drunk, not only in their rooms, but in their
common rooms, and the hall without worry
ing about getting caught. It is hard alcohol,
however, that the administration cracks
down on. Because students can get into so
much trouble for drinking hard alcohol at
these other schools, they tend to stay away
from them and stick to beer and wine.
I think that if the drinking age was 18 for
wine and beer, and 21 for hard alcohol, our
drinking problem might become less of a
problem. I do think lowering the drinking
age has to be done in steps or else teens will
go crazy at first.
I heard of an idea over the summer that
teens who are caught drinking before they are
18, would have to wait until 21 to legally
drink, where teens who make it to 18 would
get a drinking permit of some kind. In a cul
ture where drinking to get drunk is very
prevalent, we have to be careful to let our
younger citizens participate until they can
prove that they are responsible enough to
enjoy it rather than abuse it.

Oh Mexico, It Sounds So Sweet, but You’re Not Allowed to Go
Mark Scirocco ’10
Commentary Staff

by

NATIONAL

Over the past few months, America’s
illegal immigration problem has gained
national attention as a consequence of
the millions of protestors, most of
whom are themselves illegal, who have
rallied in defense of illegal immigration
across major U.S. cities.
This past summer, Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.) and Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.)
attempted to put a bill through Congress
that would, among other things, give
amnesty to the majority of America’s
illegal population. Many Americans
recalled that a similar amnesty bill was
passed in 1986, and, due to the fact that
illegal immigration is worse now than it
has ever been, most have come to the
conclusion that amnesty simply does not
work. Because of the dislike that
Americans expressed for the bill this
past summer, it was struck down by
Congress.
There have been many, however, who
have been critical of those in this coun

try that want to strictly enforce our
immigration laws. One such voice has
been none other than the Mexican gov
ernment.
Mexico
has
critiqued
American immigration policy and has
encouraged that we enact lenient laws
that would allow more of its people to
come here each year. The Mexican gov
ernment has not been shy about telling
its citizens to try and get across the
American border and has even issued
immigration “survival packs” which aid
Mexicans in their attempt to elude
American immigration authorities.
Perhaps Mexico would be in favor of
allowing America to adopt their own immi
gration laws, some of which include:
-not allowing foreigners to participate in
the political affairs of the country (Article 33
of Mexico’s General Law on Population).
-giving Mexican citizens priority over all
foreigners, even legal ones (Article 32).
-not giving immigrants the right to
become law-makers, cabinet members,
Supreme Court justices, or clergy, as all
these positions are reserved for
Mexican’s by birth.
-the denial of property rights to for
eigners (Article 27).
-the ability of Mexicans to make citizens’
arrests and turn illegal immigrants over to

the authorities (Article 11).
-the Mexican government’s ability to
expel any foreigner out of Mexico even if
that foreigner has no criminal history
(Article 33).
-foreigners who are deported from Mexico
and re-enter the country illegally can be
imprisoned for up to 10 years (Article 118).
-because illegal immigration is a felony
in Mexico, Article 123 states: “A penalty of
up to two years in prison and a fine of three
hundred to five thousand pesos will be
imposed on the foreigner who enters the
country illegally,” and according to Article
126, any foreigner who threatens national
security is to be deported.
-finally, any Mexican who marries a
foreigner only to help them gain citizen
ship is subject to up to five years in
prison (Article 127).
These are but a few of many of Mexico’s
harsh immigration laws. It is a curious set of
circumstances that the country from which a
majority of illegal immigrants come has
itself one of the strictest immigration poli
cies in the world. This hypocrisy on the part
of Mexico is ignored by the main-stream
media and liberal immigration lobbies. If
any American lawmaker suggested such
laws he or she would be branded a bigot,
xenophobe, or racist----------- ---------------

By Mexican standards, any legal or ille
gal foreigner who protested in the immi
gration rallies in New York or Los Angeles
would have been fined, arrested, and
deported on the spot. Such policies are a
far cry from Sen. Hillary Clinton’s (DN.Y.) suggesting that all illegals be given
free college education.
In addition, many awful crimes that are
committed by illegals each year in America
would never happen in Mexico. The execu
tion-style murders that took place mid-day
on the streets of Newark, N.J., this past sum
mer happened largely due to the fact that
Newark is a “sanctuary city,” meaning that
illegal immigrants with criminal records can
go there to get out of the eyes of the federal
government. In Mexico, the federal govern
ment has records of all illegal immigrants in
every city and any construed wrongdoing by
a foreigner in Mexico leads to automatic
deportation.
Judging by the recent poll numbers, the
American people understand the need to be
tough on the borders. Instead of granting all
illegals living in the United States amnesty, as
was suggested by the McCain-Kennedy bill,
Congress should enforce America’s current
illegal immigration laws, which are certainly
less harsh than those of Mexico.
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Sarah Bidinger ’09
A&E Staff

by Annmarie Granstrand ’09
Asst. A&E Editor

An old adage says “Don’t judge
a book by its cover.” So, of course, when
the mailman dropped my September issues
of Rolling Stone and Paste magazines into
the mailbox one steamy
MAGAZINE August afternoon, I
FEATURE was judging both mag
azines before I was
halfway up the driveway. The cover of
Rolling Stone is typical: The red, black,
and gray headlines imposed over glaring
profiles of 50 Cent and Kanye West are
reminiscent of angry football players in
Sports Illustrated. Kanye West also fronts
the cover of Paste, but here he is bathed in
pink and turquoise light, shadows, and
reflections playing across his face. Flere,
he is not a cut-and-dry figure, but intrigu
ing and mysterious.
Rolling Stone features Austin Scaggs’
frank interview with West in a strip club,
during which West talks about porn.
Scaggs repeatedly probes West’s private
life, attempting to extract details of his
relationship with fiancee Alexis Phifer and
repeatedly attempting to coerce West into
talking about experimentation with coke
and other drugs.
Paste, on the other hand, features an art
ful piece, both critical and admiring,
exploring the deep and superficial aspects
of Kanye West. The piece is not merely a
verbatim account of an interview with
West, but rather exemplary feature writing.
It offers a good mix of West’s personality
and demeanor, background, and anecdotal
stories, all placed over the hook of his
career as a rapper and producer.
By the end of the article, even I, who am
far from a fan of rap or hip-hop, was con
sidering giving Kanye’s new album a lis
ten. The interviewer calls West “the Andy
Warhol of music.” Regardless of whether
you agree with this statement, the refer
ence implies the education of the author—
he is not just a guy interviewing Kanye
West in a strip club. The journalist is not
afraid to critique West either. He describes
“Drunk and Hot Girls,” what West calls the
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My least favorite nursery rhyme is cer
tainly the ever pessimistic tale of “Humpty
Dumpty.” What can be learned from this
story? Mother Goose cautioned us not to
talk to strangers, espeTHEATER
cially ones with large
FEATURE teeth, even in your grand
ma’s house. One can
always count on Aesop for clear moral
tales about appearances being deceptive or
about always being prepared. But what
about Humpty Dumpty?
Substituting Humpty for Willie Stark, in
Adrian Hall’s play, adapted by Robert
Penn Warren’s Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel, All the King’s Men is a drama that
attempts to combine many morals into one
story. The production is currently being
put on at the Trinity Repertory Company
through Oct 21.
Directed by Brian McEleney, All the
King’s Men provides an inventive
approach to a tale set in the deep South of
Louisiana in the early 1930s. Willie Stark,
played by Joe Wilson Jr., is a frustrated
county treasurer who is politically pinned
by the southern good old boys of the party
machine. After being driven out of town,
Stark is called back after a tragic accident
he tried hard to prevent. Stark, a simple,
sober, married man, is tossed about in the
throes of heartless politics. Although he
rises to become governor of Louisiana,
Starks sinks to an immoral lifestyle of
drinking, egotism and lasciviousness.
This degradation of Stark’s character
yields some uncomfortable scenes for the
audience. My companion and I surely felt
this awkwardness the most considering we
were seated in the front row, on the stage,
in moveable bleachers. We were dreadful
ly close to Stark as he gets drunk for the
first time and smooches with his saucy yet
aged political aide. Later, Stark calls a staff
member into his office and screams at him
in the way I imagine a coked-out Bobby
Brown to yell at Whitney Houston.
Just when we thought we couldn’t get
any closer to the action, we did. As Willie
Stark hopped up on to a table to satiate the
roaring crowd with more Clinton thumb
gestures and “We’re going to rise up” bel
lowing, our seats were rapidly moved clos
er to him. Before I knew it, I looked up and
Willie was less than two feet from my face,
eyes bulging, beads of sweat forming on
his pulsating forehead, exclaiming to me:
“The time is now!”
“Yes,” I responded, fearing that if I did
not concede to his campaign, the omnipo

TRINITYREP.COM

Glad-handing his way to the governor’s mansion: Joe Wilson Jr. as Willie Stark in
Trinity Rep’s production of All the King’s Men playing through Oct. 21.
tent governor would have the waters rise
up and flood my fields and my fields
alone. Literally pushing me into the action
of the drama, I was forced to form an opin
ion of Willie Stark. And much like the
members of his cabinet, I could appreciate
his good work but feared his temper.
The second, equally important, main
character is the journalist turned political
aide, Jack Burden, played by Mauro
Hantaan. As our narrator, Jack led us
through the rise and fall of Willie Stark but
also through the trials of his own life. Jack
struggles to define the line between decent
journalistic research and deserting the con
cern for privacy of his family and close
friends.
Many elements of the play made clear
why it is often hailed as a timeless work.
Certainly, the worry of an attorney gener
al’s resignation appearing as a sign of an
unstable administration can currently be
identified with somewhere in D.C. The
waters rising in Louisiana and the pre
paredness of the area also surfaces in the
story. Subplots of jealous lovers, pregnan
cy out of wedlock, and embarrassing par
ents give shape to each character involved
in Stark’s life.
Lighter moments of the play were hard
to come by but appreciated. Sugar-Boy, a
coddled friend of Starks, reminiscent of
Mice and Men’s Lenny, was a delicate role
brilliantly portrayed by Charlie Wilson III.
At times when no other character was will

ing to laugh at the ludicrous world of back
stabbing politics, Sugar-Boy was.
Throughout the play there were some
poignantly placed songs about life in the
South ranging from soulful spirituals to
upbeat parodies of redneck life. The use of
politically incorrect and racist terminology
ran rampant, in song and dialogue.
However, it was creatively juxtaposed
with the Trinity Rep’s casting of black
actors in white roles. In addition, the actors
had impressively honed the art of main
taining southern accents on a Rhode Island
stage.
Steeped in platitudes from beginning to
end, no character denied his or herself the
pleasure of trotting out such phrases as:
“You can’t make an omelet without break
ing a few eggs.” Perhaps Adrian Hall or
Robert Penn Warren granted license to dis
pense such aphorisms because Humpty
Dumpty’s story does not offer any.
Through a few humbling events, Stark
returns to his wife and privately vows to
leave his power hungry days behind him.
But it’s too late. A broken man in Jack
Burden’s arms, Stark gasps his last words:
“It might’ve been all different. You got to
believe that, boy.” It would be overstep
ping my boundaries as a untrained theater
goer to offer an overall moral, but not out
of line to encourage you to see the produc
tion. Before it’s too late.
GRADE: B
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Taste of the Town
with Claire Pevoto ’10
A&E Staff

Cafe Choklad
2 Thomas St.
Providence, RI 02903
(401) 383-4764
“Chocolate” is a word to love. Not only
does it immediately call to mind an equal
ly pleasing word, “delicious,” it is also rec
ognizable in so many languages. It is
sophisticated as “chocolat” in French,
romantic as “cioccolata” in Italian, and can
even be deciphered as the German
“schokolade.” So when I came across the
Swedish-inspired Cafe Choklad on
College Hill, I was instantly attracted, no
translation required.
Stepping into the cafe is like stepping
into old Sweden. Okay, not quite, but it is
cozily decorated and adorned with
Swedish words such as “smorgasar,”
which is Swedish for “coolest word ever.”
Or is it “sandwiches?” Either way, the
atmosphere was inviting, almost as much
as the giant display case of chocolate I was
greeted with. But dessert is not the only
meal served at Cafe Choklad. A wellrounded selection of soup, salad, and sand
wiches is offered for lunch, with interest
ing ingredients such as pate and lingonberries. I opted for the more familiar chicken
Caprese panini, accompanied by a chai
latte. My dining partner chose the Cuban
cafe panini, a cup of New England clam
chowder, and a bottled strawberry-banana
smoothie. Cafe Choklad offers the option
of either chips or baby carrots as a side to
the sandwiches. My healthy companion
ordered baby carrots, but seeing that I’m

CLAIRE PEVOTO ’ 10/Tlie Cowl

not much a fan of either, I went for the
classic Lays. This ended up not mattering,
because my sandwich was so filling that I
couldn’t have eaten either anyway.
The chicken Caprese featured chicken
breast, cheese, tomatoes, pesto sauce, and
roasted red peppers on grilled foccacia
bread. Chicken Caprese is my favorite
sandwich, and I have tried many different
versions of it at many different restaurants
(even Ray featured one last year that was
not awful). As a self-proclaimed expert on
the subject, I believe I have the authority to
officially declare the Cafe Choklad chick
en Caprese the best of all chicken Capreses
out there. It was rich and tasty, with each
ingredient in perfect proportion. The foc

cacia bread was perfectly crusty. My chai
latte was also excellent; foamier than most
I’ve had, but that was a pleasant surprise.
It was also served in a big ceramic mug
rather than a paper cup, which is some
thing I wish more cafes did.
My companion’s Cuban cafe was also
on grilled foccacia, this time filled with
pork tenderloin, Black Forest ham, and
Swiss cheese. I personally do not have a
taste for ham, but after trying a bite with
only the pork and cheese, I can say that it
was just as good as my lunch. The chow
der was thick, and served with a chunk of
bread for dipping - a nice touch.
Although lunch was wholly satisfying,
we did save room for dessert and pur

chased a mixed box of the Belgian choco
lates on display in the case. With fillings
of caramel, hazelnut, nougat, and praline,
these candies are luxurious in taste (and, at
about $20 a box, in price; nothing makes
me more of a spendthrift than dessert).
These chocolates were imported, but the
cafe does handcraft its own truffles, and
offers various other baked treats like cook
ies, muffins, and pound cake. One dessert
that I plan on trying at some point during
my four years in Providence is the s’more
panini: semisweet chocolate, graham
cracker, and marshmallow on Brioche.
Holy moly.
The only downside to Cafe Choklad is
that it closes at 4:00 p.m. on weekdays,
3:00 p.m. on Saturdays, and isn’t even
open on Sundays (apparently, the Swedish
are serious about keeping the Sabbath
holy). As it was about 3:57 p.m. on a
Friday as we were finishing our sandwich
es, and we were the only people left in the
cafe, we decided to eat our chocolates in
the car on the way back to campus rather
than be that annoying pair at a restaurant
after hours that the entire staff secretly
wants to backhand. (Let this not be a
reflection on the staff at Cafe Choklad
they seemed very friendly, and I’m sure
that if we had decided to stay, not one of
them would have resorted to violence).
The restaurant’s hours may not be the most
convenient, but other than that, Cafe
Choklad was “fullkomlig,” which is
Swedish for “second coolest word ever,”
or more commonly, “perfect.”
GRADE: A

Who Doesn’t Love Leather
and Long Hair?
by

Chris Tompkins ’09
Asst. A&E Editor

Most critics like to refer to Black Rebel
Motorcycle Club and Kings of Leon as
revival bands, revisiting dated genres and
heavily influenced by specific ones.
Though these critics may speak very high
ly of their particular spins on folk, blues
and southern rock, their analysis is still
inaccurate and reductive. It lessens the rev
olutionary styling of a couple of bands that
have not merely hacked the past, but per
fected it.
On Sept. 29th the Kings and BRMC will
be sharing the stage in Providence at
Lupo’s Heartbreak Hotel. Black Rebel is
opening for Kings of Leon, but this is not
one of those shows that you would want to
show up at right before the headliner goes
on. Black Rebel is a more than worthy foil

to the Kings’ hard southern rock. The
BRMC began as another step in a long line
of really great, gritty indie bands that have
a twinge of psychedelic rock sprinkled in
the mix. Some might say that this thread
began with The Velvet Underground and
continued on into the ’90s with Sonic
Youth and The Brian Jonestown Massacre
where Peter Hayes, the lead singer and
guitarist for Black Rebel got his start in
show business.
Since their first two albums where Black
Rebel explored the aforementioned genre,
they have stripped down its style consider
ably. The boys from San Fran still play in
an amazing wall of distorted sound in their
live shows, but their music is a simpler
blend of folk and blues, influenced heavily
by Allen Ginsberg and the beat poets.
However, they still maintain that modem
druggy’s coarse attitude and pain. Now you

might like where BRMC came from more
than where it is going, but when those skin
ny, greasy guys get up on stage it’s all
gravy. I have personally been to few better
live shows than one put on by this group. I
have also seen a lot of loud live music. It is
not difficult to play deafeningly, but these
guys can create that overpowering wall of
sound with only three guys while preserv
ing clarity in every riff and lyric. I suggest
earplugs for the delicate. If you want to test
the waters before diving in at Lupo’s I sug
gest downloading “Riffles,” “Red Eyes and
Tears,” and “Weight of the World.”
Though Kings of Leon is a much differ
ent band than BRMC, it seems both groups
share a certain intuition on the current state
of rock and where it should be going. The
band consists of three brothers and a
cousin who spent most of their youth rov
ing around the south following their father,
a Pentecostal preacher after whom they
named the band.
With that said, it is easy to see where the
inspiration for the music comes from. A lot
of the lyrics reflect a forced religious
upbringing and Southern identity. They are
a lot more personal than those of say,
Lynyrd Skynyrd or Molly Hatchet. They
are not celebratory lyrics like Skynyrd’s.
For the Kings the subject matter is the real
ity of the Southern ethos and accepting a
home that is both flawed and beautiful.
William Faulkner and Flannery O’Connor
would be proud. Considering that this type
of style would reveal a purely American
genre, it is funny that the band has the best
reception in the UK, topping the charts in
Britain on more than one occasion.
On stage these Southern gents, based
out of Nashville, are a serious presence. I

REDINK

Black Rebel Motorcycle Club (above)
and Kings of Leon (below) will play at
Lupo’s on Saturday.

got a chance to see them at Lupo’s my
freshman year and they were probably the
coolest looking bunch of guys I have ever
seen. Their style is a little flashier (though
equally as dirty) than Black Rebel
Motorcycle Club and they are more ani
mated. So, what you get is more of a fun,
typical live show. Download “McFearless,”
“Black Thumbnail,” and “Pistol of Fire” if
I have peaked your interest.
When you make your way down
Washington Street this weekend, prepare
for a chic mash of the new folk and the
new Southern rock, mastered by two con
trasting but special bands. Together they
feature everything anyone would ever
need from rock music (besides John
Lennon and Paul McCartney).
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Hip-Hop’s Angry Man
Emcee’s new album showcases intricate production and introspective rhymes

By John Mango 10
A&E Staff
by

Ryan Burns ’08
A&E Staff

Aesop Rock
None Shall Pass
Definitive Jux

The Devil's Rejects
Directed by Rob Zombie

Who knew that Rob Zombie could
make horror movies? I have to say
after seeing countless movies that are
about as entertaining as a butchers
shop this is a breath of fresh, albeit
bloody and twisted, air. What makes
Rejects so fun to watch is its clever
plot, characters, and dialogue. I think
I can safely say this the only horror
movie which has cleverness as its
defining quality (aside from Britney at
the VMA’s, sure it was horrible to
watch but it was clever how she was
always labeled white trash and actual
ly ended up looking like white trash for
her performance right?). Who knew
Rob Zombie could rock so much?

Be
Common
Geffen
Being a skinny white kid from
nowheresville suburbia, I should
probably have a deep knowledge of
hip-hop. And while I did audition for
The (White) Rapper Show, I probably
know as much about music of the
ebony persuasion as Captain Jack
knows about hygiene (honestly, when
did girls start to love dirty guys?).
However, from what I can tell,
Common’s album Be is chock-full of
surprisingly profound lyrical lectures
complemented by multi-syllabic
background beats. Check this album
out.

Book
Oh, The Places
You’ll Go
By Dr. Seuss
Maybe I convinced you to try out the
above movie and album, but at this
point I know you've read so much
that there’s no way you’re going to go
out and read any book I recom
mend—unless it just so happens to
be mostly pictures. So please, rest
your weary eyes upon the really cool
pictures in one of Seuss’s master
pieces. And OTPYG is so uplifting it’s
used to treat depression sufferers, so
any way you look at it you can’t go
wrong.

Aesop Rock is one of those emcees that
you either love or hate. Equally celebrated
for his unique wordplay and powerful
voice and criticized for making “nerd rap,”
Aesop has been making music for far too
long to let the critics get the best of him.
Sidestepping these sometimes ridiculous
generalizations, Aesop Rock is back with
his fifth album, None Shall Pass on El-P’s
Definitive Jux label. A mainstay on the
independent circuit, Aesop uses a great
blend of socially conscious rhymes
(although most rappers hate being painted
with the “conscious” brush and intricate
production which aids the rapper in getting
his point across.
Born Ian Bamvitz, the 31-year-old
emcee has been in the game since releasing
his first album Float in 2000. Since the
turn of the century, Rock has been cele
brated for his production skills as well as
the poetic rhymes that he wears like his
heart on a sleeve. His lyrics have been
said to be anything from deep, to quirky,
irreverent, depressing, or personal. Sorry,
there is no talk about spinning rims or any
dancing to be learned on None Shall Pass.
Instead, the listener is treated to fourteen
tracks of introspective rhymes, social
issues, and bass heavy beats provided by
Aesop Rock himself, as well as frequent
collaborators.
None Shall Pass speaks on the idea that
no one goes anywhere in life without being
overly, and sometimes unfairly, judged by
the standards that society makes for itself.
No one knows this better than Aesop Rock,
whose refusal to conform to hip-hop
norms has made him a prime example of
this problem. This however, has greatly
contributed to his loyal and dedicated fol
lowing of fans who support his music.
Aside from what I’ve heard on college
radio and the internet, I admittedly am not
too familiar with Aesop’s discography, but
None Shall Pass is easily accessible for
most hip hop fans who want to step outside
of the box and enjoy a different brand of
underground music. The album starts off
with “Keep Off The Lawn”, an upbeat
intro to the album where Aesop asks ques
tions such as “Said you’re living by the
bayonet / but how alive are you?” This
speaks to the mission statement of the

album, as people seem to be judged before
they even get a chance to make an impact,
something Aesop seems to have a problem
with throughout the whole album.
My favorite track is the title track, as
Aesop’s mind-bending flow rides effort
lessly over an upbeat track where the
melody sounds like a carnival ride. The
theme of premature judgment is clearly
heard on this track, as Aesop spits, “And I
will remember your name and face / On
the day you were judged by the funhouse
cast / And I will rejoice in your fall from
grace / With a cane to the sky like ‘none
shall pass.” Lines like this exemplify
Aesop’s often negative view of society, but
in the face of adversity, he is able to use
this animosity and articulate it in such a
way that it comes across to the listener as
supremely poetic. The song’s outro fea
tures a DJ scratching “I’m trying to help”,
as the voice of society attempting to bring
reason to the deviant ways of the under
ground artist.
Even if Aesop’s sometimes abstract
lyrics go over your head, the musical backdrop is still artistically credible as well as
accessible to the average listener. These
bass-heavy beats are provided by longtime
collaborator Blockhead, whose recent

instrumental album is truly amazing. Also,
El-P contributes to the album, not to men
tion the tracks produced by Aesop himself.
Tracks like “No City” and “Dark Heart
News” are dark and grimy, but also very
musical in nature, and Aesop Rock’s over
bearing baritone suits these beats perfectly.
Truthfully, a lot of times, Aesop’s lyrics
are hard to get into upon first listen, and
the ignorant so-called critics who claim
that he can’t rap probably feel like they
have a leg to stand on here. To be honest,
I was expecting to hear songs that I could
n’t personally connect with instantly, but I
found out that Aesop’s lyrics much like
great poetry, require the listener to hang on
every word and sometimes go back and
analyze the deeper meanings of the song.
While None Shall Pass isn’t one of my
favorite albums of the year, I think that
hardcore Aesop fans will disagree.
However, if you have never heard his work
before, this is the perfect place to start, and
all underground fans will take something
away from this album that they hadn’t con
sidered before.
GRADE: B+
Download: “None Shall Pass,” “Getaway
Car”

Paste Magazine: An Artistic and Thoughtful Take on Popular Culture
continued from page 12

finest track on his new album, as “creepy
and voyeuristic. West raps impassively, as
though he’s announcing the Blue Light
Specials at Kmart.”
This discretion holds true throughout
the entire magazine—it is thoughtful, ana
lyzing, interesting, and most of all, artistic.
Everything about the magazine, from its
smooth matte cover to its stunning photog
raphy to its ads (which happily are for
independent CD releases, concerts, film
schools and festivals, and environmentally
friendly products) are aesthetically pleas
ing. Finally, there is a magazine that looks
at “signs of life in music, film, & culture”
in an artistic manner. Unlike Rolling Stone,

Paste does not shove celebrity gossip and
political opinions down your throat (seeing
the same GOP-bashing comics every
month is similar to watching Dennis the
Menace sling rocks at Mr. Wilson—after
five times, it just isn’t funny). Rather, the
magazine carefully uses its pages in a
mature, comfortable manner, interviewing
up-and-coming artists, and reviewing
books, independent films, and video
games (which, the magazine claims, are as
much a part of modem culture as books or
movies).
Despite the marvelous writing, my
favorite thing about Paste magazine is not
actually reading it. Tucked into the middle
of the magazine is a musical treasure
trove—a CD featuring 20 or more new

releases from independent labels around
the world. This month’s CD included a
soothing country ballad from Minnie
Driver, an uplifting African Pygmyinspired song from Zap Mam'a, the subtle,
gentle vocals of Utah Carol, odd techno-rap
from Aesop Rock, poetic lyrics from Brett
Dennen, and even a rap from our very own
Rhode Islander, Sage Francis (don’t worry,
I had never heard of him either).
Paste magazine is a great breakfast
companion, and perfectly compliments a
cup of coffee or bowl of cereal in the
morning; it is a the most interesting seat
mate you will ever have on the RIPTA; it
is a cultural textbook to vie with anything
you will read in art class. Find yourself a
copy, it is definitely worth your time!
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If You Could Describe Providence

College in One Word. . .
What Would It Be ?

“Involvement!!”
Sean Jones ’10

“Motivating.”
Amanda Pacheco ’09

“Diverse?”
Nirvan Tamrakar ’10, Andrew Manchester ’09

“Enjoyable!” •
Christina Balboni ’09

“I can’t say one word - But I’m feeling really good about it!”
Jenna Pettinicchi ’08

“Stupid.”
Boston College
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Didn’t get that job at Dunder-Mifflin?

Want to work in the world’s
next best office?

Then come join The Cowl. . .
The Office of Slavin!
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In the Darkness
by

by

Samantha McVay ’09
Portfolio Staff

It was 2:00 a.m. and they were all get
ting into bed, falling asleep, or already
sleeping. I was exhausted too, but my mind
was awake; rebelling. I slipped on my flip
flops and eased open the back
SHORT door, holding my breath. I didn’t
STORY want to wake anyone or even let
them know I was going. I pulled
the door closed behind me and tip-toed off
the porch and around the side of the house
until I was on the street and breathing nor
mally. It was the summer before my fresh
man year of college.
My mother had rented the beach house
for two weeks that summer before she real
ized she would have to be back to work for
the second week. She asked whether I
would stay there with my younger brother,
Wesley. My friends could stay with us too.
Shannon, Jen, and I packed our bags and
drove to Narragansett when I got out of
work on Sunday. We moved in our stuff
and went food shopping to stock up for the
week. Jen’s boyfriend, Mike, met us at the
house when we got back. So there we
were. And now there they were, sleeping,
as I walked in glorified freedom toward
Narragansett Town Beach.
My friends probably would have told
me it was a stupid idea. It was dark out; no
one was around and I was alone. I wasn’t
afraid; it felt good. I knew my mother
wouldn’t like it. It felt good doing some
thing I knew she wouldn’t like. I thought
of how she had said she would be by to
check on us during the week, and I got
angry thinking about it. I couldn not wait
to go to college and not have to answer to
anyone but myself.
There were no stars that night. The out
lines of clouds were visible here and there
in shades of gray. At the beach, the water
was dark and glinted like steel, and where
the waves were breaking, foam rushed
toward the shore, gleaming white in bril
liant contrast. Over the water, the horizon
disappeared into the blackness. The sky
was endless. I stood on the sidewalk in
front of the beach in awe. I was so small.
It was somehow familiar; a scene from a
movie I had seen once, or an illustration
from a children’s book my mother had read
to me. This was where life began. I was
standing at the beginning of time. It was
wild and powerful and mysterious, and I
was part of it.
I walked towards the beach entrance and
passed a man walking with a bicycle. He
looked about ten years younger than my
father, had thin hair and was wearing a
sweatshirt. There was no one else around
and I was suddenly aware of how vulnera
ble I was. I just smiled awkwardly so as
not to offend him. I walked down the steps
onto the sand, straight to the water. The
last time I had gone night swimming was

Odeto
Coffee

www.thewe.ee

with Jen that fall. We had driven to the
beach on a Sunday night and left our
clothes on the sand to swim in our under
wear. The moon had been big and low that
night and the water surprisingly warm
when we dove under the waves.
I took off my shorts and walked into the
water in my yellow cotton underwear and
white tank top. I walked in up to my thighs
and couldn’t go any further. I couldn’t see
into the water and I was afraid of what
might be hidden there. I told myself there
was nothing that wasn’t there in the day
light but that didn’t make me any less
afraid since I couldn’t bring myself to dive
into the water. I dropped down where I was
standing, and the water welcomed me into
its depths, slipping over my skin and clos
ing silently over my head. I stayed under
as long as I could and stood up gasping air
into my starving lungs. I was exhilarated.
Smiling and with eyes closed, I enjoyed
the rhythm of the water, pushing me back
and drawing me in.
I turned around, ready to leave. The man
was standing behind me on the beach. My

breath caught; I hesitated. I walked back in
to shore. He was holding a towel out to me.
I didn’t know what else to do so I took it
and thanked him. I patted myself briefly
and handed it back, thanking him again.
Please go away!
“Would you like some company?” I
almost wanted to say yes. He was probably
lonely and just wanted someone to talk to.
I thought of what my friends would say,
what might happen. Please, please go
away. . .
“Um. . . I think I’m going to go home
now.”
“Oh, okay. Have a good night.”
“Thanks. You too.” I walked back
quickly, breathing a sigh of relief when I
was alone again.
Back at the beach house, I lay in bed,
looking at the ceiling. I felt kind of silly.
We had been entirely alone. If he had
wanted to try something ... he was just
lonely. Probably needed a friend. I won
dered what would have happened if I had
stayed, and whether my friends were right.
I wondered if it was better to be afraid.

Nicole Amaral ’10
Portfolio Staff

It is the anti-morning person’s elixir of
life; It is there for you when you have 8:30
a.m. classes. It’s the procrastinator’s late
night fuel; It is there for you when it’s 4:00
a.m. and you have yet to finish
your paper. It is the perfect com
ESSAY
panion for discussing scintillat
ing gossip with your best friend,
it’s there for you when you find out what
your roommate was really doing that night.
Its name is Coffee, and I couldn’t get
through college without it.
I know some people do. Who are these
people? They get by on tea, or soda, or
nothing at all. Somehow, they wake up and
get through class without the help of caf
feine. Good for them, but I am not that tal
ented and nor do I want to be.
I am one of those surly, miserable peo
ple in the morning. My first thoughts upon
hearing my alarm are usually some stream
of curse words. The promise of that warm,
comforting beverage somehow eases the
pain of getting out of bed. Sitting at the
end of my desk during lecture, my cup
seems to say to me, “Hey, now worries,
we’re in this together.”
The “coffee break” is an amazing
thing. It provides me with some time to get
away from my paper, but is also perfectly
justified, because without it I would not be
able to continue writing. It is the perfect
time to relax and recharge my batteries,
even if it only amounts to ten minutes or
so. Nothing makes things seem just a little
bit better like steaming hot caffeine, per
fectly mixed with six sugar packets and a
dash of half-and-half.
Even when the pressures of homework
aren’t forcing me to chug coffee. I still
enjoy it. It’s a social thing, and can be
almost a little adventure if you decide to
make it such. Countless times over the
summer, my friend and I would head to the
Dunkin Donuts in the next town over. That
made it seem like more of an “escape,”
along with the fact that nearly everyone
from our high school worked at the local
one. We’d pool our change together and
get a medium French vanilla iced coffee
and sit and talk about anything and every
thing. Those people at Dunkin’ Donuts
probably know more about us than they’d
like.
Coffee is not for everyone, this I’ll
admit. I didn’t start drinking it until I was
a junior in high school, and it took me until
senior year to really like it. But when cof
fee found me, it wouldn’t give up. It knew,
somehow, that it had found a new friend.
And now we are inseparable, Coffee and I.
We share the good times and the bad, the
early mornings and the all-nighters, the
long stories and quick chats. Thank you,
coffee, for being one of life’s simplest
pleasures.
MARY PELLETIER ’09/The Cowl

Learning the Meaning of “Advocate”
Katie Caliva ’10
Portfolio Staff

by

They said that I returned from my first
year of college as an activist. Some said it
with pride, some said it with disdain, but
most were just mildly bewildered. By the
end of the summer I had grown
ESSAY extremely weary of hearing it,
and even wearier of trying to
convince them otherwise. I am a
lot of things, but an activist is certainly not
one of them.
“Of course you are an activist!” they
would retort. “Look at all the things you’re
doing now.” And they were right about the
fact that I came back from college rather
more impassioned than when I had left.

But they were wrong when they associated
me with the word ‘activist,’ because I am
in fact an advocate. Yes, the differences are
extremely subtle and blurry but, to me, the
semantics do matter.
Activist, n.: one who ascribes to a doc
trine or practice that emphasizes direct
vigorous actions,
esp. in support of or opposition to one
side of a controversial issue.
Advocate, n.: 1. one that pleads the case
of another
2. one that defends or maintains a cause
or proposal.
Those are the definitions of each word
as succinctly provided by Noah Webster.
There are, however, also differences in
connotation, which are perhaps even more

important than the differences in actual
meaning. Activists plaster their cars with
bumper stickers and their bags with but
tons. They protest and they chant. I have
seen them on this campus and on the
streets of almost every major city on the
Eastern Seaboard.
They are passionate, yes, and for that
they have my utmost respect. They are also
polarizing and tend not to see a problem
with shoving their message in your face
and their doctrine down your throat. They
are leftists, they are ultra-conservatives,
and they have allowed intelligent discus
sion and rational dialogue to starve some
where in the middle. And above all,
activists have sacrificed making a differ
ence for the sake of making a statement.

I have my causes and I believe in them
passionately. I can debate my points with
the best of them and I often do. I even
engage in some peaceful protesting every
once in a while. However, I am committed
to doing so within the context of respectful
disagreement; thats just how I am.
I do not mince words, but I avoid slo
gans and stock insults like the plagues they
are. I write, I educate, I reach out, and I
advocate. I want to make a change—I in
fact want to make several changes—but
I’m willing to take small steps in that
direction. I want to persuade using logic,
not convert with pure emotion. I focus on
compromise and the common ground. I
like the middle. Extremists tend to make
me queasy.
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Tiffany&Earl
'Making PC an emotionally stable
face, one fetter ata time...
Dear Kate,
I have done some
serious
thinking
about this question.
At first, I thought
there could be a
series of things you
could do to be
remembered by your
fellow classmates.
This way, you’ll be
more of a legend for all the things you did
consecutively that were crazy versus just
one thing that many people may forget.
I could tell you to go win the Hot Body
contest at Fish Company or eat a large
Golden Crust with extra blue cheese while
people observe, but lets be serious ... done
it. I could tell you to streak at Civ Scream
or start a food fight in Ray but once again,
those are more like prerequisites for grad
uating, (on top of theology and ethics) than
something people would talk about for the
ages. Maybe start thinking seriously about
what your other options are.
I think you need to pull a Van Wilder.
Never leave, that way everyone will be
talking about you. What's that? You’re wor
ried the tone of conversation in response to
your purchasing a label-maker and label
ing an elliptical, a booth in Slavin, a chair
in every class, and your apartment door
may be negative? Nonsense. If you could
execute the Super Senior move with an air
of confidence and know-how, then you
could be the pride of Providence College.
I really think it can happen for you, if
you let it.

This

Wek
What wouldyou do to be remembered?

Dear Tiffany and Earl,

I am a senior this year and am already having such a good time with
all of my friends. Senior Night this past weekend was so much fun
and I only hope to have more good times (while still focusing on my
schoolwork, of course). This year, because it’s my last, I want to do
something everyone will remember me by. What could I do to set
myself aside from all the other graduates? I have had friends that tell
me I should attempt some kind of prank or stunt, but I want to ask you
if there is something even bigger that would nail me down in
Providence College history as being the coolest kid ever?
—Kate ’08

Dear Kate,
Let’s be honest
here, this is not
going to happen.
Judging by your
name, I can assume
that you are a
woman and thus by
being afflicted with
such a curse you are
foolish to think that
you are worth remembering. HA. That is a
laughable notion and as such I will reiter
ate my laugh and exclaim it. HA!
Women are supposed to be subservient
to men; everyone knows that. It’s not only
science that men are dominant to
women—it is also biblically endorsed.
After all, the species was begotten from
man’s rib in order to beget children.
Most people say that their legacy is
their children. This, however, is only true
if you bring honor to your family by giv
ing birth to a boy; a boy carries on the
family name and will be destined for suc
cess. There will be no dowry or life of
servitude for him and you can live vicari
ously through his accomplishments which
will be plentiful.
According to law you are allowed to
have more than one child if you live in
rural areas, but only if you give birth first
to a girl. If you are a city-dweller you may
be out of luck. So I say don’t waste any
more time of your senior year and make
sure that you pick an XY-fertile individual
to help get you remembered.

Have a burning question that needs answering?
Of Course you do!
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com

Fan Anger Management: Tough Call
by

Lindsay Wengloski TO
Portfolio Staff

The night is dark and quiet, cool unlike
that pillowcase your cheek is resting upon.
A street lamp flickers outside your window
in a tangerine-tinted wink, then—merciful
ly, shuts off. The wind blows through the
open screen, rustling against the curtains—
if you even have any in your dorm room—
and sends the innards of your latest Civ
paper scattering to the comers of your
room with a soft whisper. Ah, nighttime.
You close your eyes, sigh deeply, feel
yourself relaxing slowly, luxuriously, into
five hours of amazing slumber. After those
two marathon classes, you’re a hurtin’
puppy in need of some shut-eye.
OH MY GOD YOUKILIS WHAT THE
HECK WERE YOU THINKING? GAIIHHHHH I CAN NOT BELIEVE THIS!!!
WHAT?!?!?!
WHAT?!?!?!
THAT’S
NOT—THAT IS NOT POSSIBLE!
NOOOOOOOOOOO!!!
Sleep? Surely you jest.
Sports anger. It can strike any time, any
place. Okay, maybe not any time, any
place but it certainly can strike any time
your favorite team happens to be on ESPN
and you happen to be watching. Trust me,
I know. I was diagnosed with the disorder
when I was just three feet tall and playing
as an outfielder on a tee-ball team. Luckily,
I was diagnosed early and have been able
to live a normal and healthy life despite my
condition. Millions of American (USA!
USA! USA!) suffer from this athletic
malaise, with thousands going untreated
and undiagnosed due to lack of govern
ment funding and research. Perhaps what
is most tragic about living with the disease
is that some people unfamiliar with the
symptoms view you as just another ignora
mus who thinks that the people in the little
glowing box in the middle of your living

room can hear your hotheaded advice and
change their playbooks accordingly.
I know the television can’t transmit my
voice to the middle of Fenway‘Park. This
is probably a good thing for everyone, as I
am positive my language is less than stel
lar when I unconsciously mutate into my
Rabid Fan mode. But if I could send my
voice to Fenway, I bet I would sound like
the most foul-tempered, wrathful,
unfriendly deity ever to watch a couple of
innings from my perch in the clouds. I’m
thinking somewhere along the lines of one
of those really angry Sumerian gods—remember those from Civ? Yeah, that’d be
me. But I digress.

"--------------------------Sometimes, I even have an out
burst over some utterly remark
able act of jock-related stupidity,
like when Eli Manning gets
sacked after three minutes of
running back and forth, trying to
decide what to do . . .
--------------------------------------------"
It doesn’t matter what sport I watch, or
where I watch it. It could be a game as
insignificant as an exhibition match, or one
as high-stakes as the Superbowl. Patriots,
Packers, Red Sox, D.C. United . . .
Capitals . . . My condition is only exacer
bated by exposure to my beloved franchis
es. Sometimes, I even have an outburst
over some utterly remarkable act of jockrelated stupidity, like when Eli Manning
gets sacked after three minutes of running
back and forth, trying to decide what to do
(WELL, THAT’S GONNA HURT IN THE
MORNING). It’s an illness and I honestly

www.en.wikipedia.org

can’t help it.
WHAT WAS THAT?
ARE YOU
BLIND? THAT WASN’T A STRIKE!
HEY UMP! HEY! HEY! YOU CALL
THAT A STRIKE? IT WASN’T EVEN
OVER THE PLATE!
In all seriousness, I really wish I could
control my outbursts more effectively, but
unfortunately, I can’t. It might be 11:00
p.m. on a Monday night, and everyone else
in my dorm hall might be studying dili

gently for their 8:30 a.m. classes tomorrow
(hahahaha—yeah, right) but that won’t
stop me from sending out a string of color
ful words so long, you could knit a scarf
with them. My only excuse for such lessthan-ladylike behavior is this: Maybe Big
Papi shouldn’t have hit a pop-up fly to cen
ter field with two outs in the bottom of the
ninth. Just maybe.
GAHDKSJFKLSJERJERKLJSERJEKLJ!
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Students studyina abroadin Europe
check in with us periodically throughout
the semester, narrating life from the
other side ofthe Atlantic...

Les Petites Rues en France
by Athena Fokaidis ’09
Contributing Writer

Weaving through the masses, I expertly
dodge a man with a foo-foo dog and nar
rowly escape the grasps of two very in
love lovers. I do what I can to navigate the
small streets of Paris, even if
STUDY it means taking down a few
ABROAD small children along the way.
Having spent nearly a month
here, I still can’t help but pause at least
seven times throughout each day and ask
myself “Where the hell am I?”
Everyday, like a small hairless cat
(which is super aerodynamic), I dart across
town, j-walking like it’s the new black and
pretending I know where I’m going. This
is the trick you see, no matter what, act as
if Amerigo Vespucci himself was your ille
gitimate father and that your internal GPS
system could lead a pack of blind mice to
their homes.
Walk confidently, take the rights and the
lefts, and when you end up alongside the
king and queen in a re-creation of a

medieval French royal procession, you bet
your bottom you meant to be there.
The trick is sass, class, and a little streak
of mean. Sitting on the metro you must not
look at anyone. Of course there is a certain
slyness that permits you to know what’s
going on without setting off a swat team
and helicopters to inspect the situation.
Examining reflections of people in the
window of the train is borderline voyeur,
yet helpful.
They look up, you look down, they look
right, you wait. . . wait, and then you get
it, a perfect sideways view of the sixty
something making American public dis
plays of affection look like a kid’s TV
show.
It’s true; love permeates the air of Paris
but sometimes not so much as the scent of
our flat pancake friend: the crepe. Try as
you might, you cannot escape the deli
ciously enchanting scent of a crepe on the
street. You may be familiar with the
creamy chocolate goodness that is Nutella.
I have found that it equals sin. There is
someone out there with a dirty mind full of

dirty tricks because once you taste a
Nutella filled crepe, a contract has been
signed, the deal is made and you have
become a chocolate slave.
Aside from the wrath of the crepe, other
foods arrest the senses as well. The fruits
and veggies seem to have fallen from the
heavens. Tastes are magnified as the pro
duce is honestly grown without all the jazz
of pesticides. When you are in the mood
for food don’t hesitate to buy a baguette.
Eat it on the way to the supermarket and
proceed to buy salami and tomatoes to top
off the meal. Wine is cheaper than water
and has a lot more taste, so in the heat of a
dehydration spell, look no further than the
Bordeaux in your pocket.
Despite what seems to be extravagant
dining, the idea is to take your time. I have
observed that if anyone were to be caught
downing a Big Mac in his smart car, he
would be decapitated by Monsieur
Guillotine himself. And while they drink
and drink and eat and eat most every per
son here is a hottie with a body or at least
a hottie with style.

In a place where flip-flops are strictly
for the beach and people start their sig
nature style at two years old, it is a beau
tiful playground where everything works
in perfect harmony.
Thus far my experience has been sea
soned with so much loveliness and dis
covery that it would be silly of me to try
to capture this place in just a few words.
I suppose I do have to keep myself in
check though. Everything at your finger
tips can be just a bit dangerous. With the
Eiffel Tower to my right, the Notre
Dame across the way, and a student ID
card which allows me to enter museums
for free, I walk into the Louvre with a
two item grocery list: see the Mona Lisa
and use the bathroom. Silly? perhaps.
Tasteless? for sure, but you didn’t think I
was going to pay 50 Euro to use the
facilities elsewhere, did you? With my
pen as my glass, I raise it to you.. .here’s
to taking advantage of what’s around
you, but keeping your sneakers on the
cobblestone along the way.
Bises, Athena

The Affair

by Alexandra BetGeorge ’ll
Portfolio Staff

Premature ice etchings
Flower over
The window panes,
Obscuring their view
With a sheet of crisped gauze.
Through it, she can see
The black mass below,
Frothing at the shore.

Alright

Outside,
Dune-grass blades slide
Over her calves.
Leaving ribbons of cold
As she runs down.

Lia Armatas ’08
Portfolio Editor

by

It is alright.
I walk around
Saying, I know myself.
I look in your dirty mirror,
Old enamel powder-blue sink
Dripping underneath me,
And I smile.

From the base of the dunes,
She searches the sand’s surface
Finding only her own footprints.
Moisture curls from her lips in Exasperation
Suspended by the cold.

So she meets the lake instead;
As it chums in limpid swirls
About her ankles.
She shivers.

It is alright.
Walking alone
Under dripping orange lamps
On gravel city streets—
It’s right for me.
Looking for your house,
Is what you want me to do.

You said, “It is alright”
Eyes dripping with sadness
At who you do not know
And I melt back into the
Orange glowing night
That is fearless.

The wind catches the ends of her
Hairs; each crinkled
Like the veins
Of an inkblot.

http://en.wikipedia.org

"Poetry must have something in
it that is barbaric, vast and wild.”
—Denis Diderot

Her vision is lost
Beyond the last
Spires of light
Dimpled in the
Water from houses above.
Past them.
The night’s hemisphere
Lies, devoid
Of horizon.
The waves shrink from her skin
As the tide retreats,
Leaving her to venture
Back up the beach.

As she slips
Through the door
His fingertips
Brush her arm.
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Run, don’t walk

(and if you’re Kiefer Sutherland,
definitely don’t drive) . . .

... to pick up your application to
join The Cowl today!
(Our office is located in Slavin
G05, across from McPhail’s.)

www.TheCowl.com
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Standouts

Ryan Maduro

Elizabeth Flynn

Men’s Soccer
Senior—Bristol, R.I.

Women’s Volleyball
Junior—Bellerose, N.Y.

Maduro had a foot in both goals scored against
DePaul in the team’s first Big East win on Friday,
Sept. 21. He also scored the lone goal allowed by
South Florida in a 3-1 loss on Sunday, Sept. 23.

Flynn was named to the All-Tournament Team at
the Sacred Heart Invitational this weekend, as she
led the Friars to a 3-0 win over St. Francis. She
compiled 43 kills and 13 blocks.

Scores

Schedules

Friday 9/21
Women’s Soccer vs. Connecticut
Men’s Soccer at DePaul

L, 2-0
W, 2-0

Thursday 9/27
Volleyball at Winston-Salem

7:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Saturday 9/22
Women’s Volleyball at Maryland-East

L, 3-2

Sunday 9/23
Women’s Field Hockey at Maine
Men’s Soccer at South Florida
Women’s Soccer at Fairfield
Women’s Volleyball at St. Francis
Women’s Volleyball at Sacred Heart

Friday 9/28
Men’s Soccer vs. Syracuse
Women’s Volleyball at NC-Central
Women’s Soccer at Marquette
Cross Country at Notre Dame Invitational

W, 3-2
L, 3-1
L, 1-0
W, 3-0
L, 3-0

Saturday 9/29
Women’s Tennis at Albany Invitational
Women’s Volleyball at North Carolina A&T

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

W, 3-1

Sunday 9/30
Women’s Soccer vs. South Florida
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Louisville
Women’s Hockey vs. Bluewater
Men’s Soccer vs. St. John’s

12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Wednesday 10/3
Women’s Tennis vs. Rhode Island
Women’s Volleyball vs. Quinnipiac
Women’s Field Hockey at Boston College

3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday 9/26
Women’s Field Hockey at Harvard

Standings
USTFCCCA Women’s Cross Country Rankings

Men’s Big East Blue Soccer Standings (9/25)

I

Rank Team

Teams
Notre Dame
Connecticut
West Virginia
Providence
Georgetown
Seton Hall
Pittsburgh
Marquette

BIG EAST
3-0
2-1
1-1
1-1
1-2
0-2
0-2
0-3

Overall
5-1-1
7-1-0
5-2-0
4-3-0
2-5-0
3-5-0
1-6-1
1-5-1

Points

Rank Team

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Stanford
Michigan
Colorado
Arkansas
Wisconsin
Arizona St.
Illinois
Minnesota
Michigan St.
Minnesota

387
369
358
352
336
316
310
304
268
259

11.

Providence

258

12.

Florida St.
Princeton

246
237

13.

Iowa
Georgia
NC State
Washington
BYU
Duke
Georgetown
Colorado St.
Baylor
Texas Tech
Oregon
Virginia Tech
BC

Points

221
206
188
157
151
145
132
130
118
92
88
82
68
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Volleyball Goes 1-2 at Sacred Heart Friars Nab
First Recruit
by

Drew Goucher ’08
Sports Staff

Quietly, the Providence College
Women’s Volleyball Team has improved
dramatically over the past year.
Last weekend, the Friars took their 8-4
record on the road to the Sacred Heart
Invitational in Fairfield, Conn. On
Saturday, Sept. 22, the odds were stacked
against the Friars in their first match
against a tough Maryland Eastern Shore
squad. The Friars struggled early against
the Hawks, dropping the first two games
17-30 and 18-30.
“We didn’t really come out to play in the
first two games,” said Head Coach Margot
Royer on Saturday. “But we managed to
turn it around.”
Once down 2-0, it is difficult for a vol
leyball team to come back to win three
straight games, but the Friars tightened
things up just in time to win the third game
30-28, and the fourth 30-25.
“We were pretty bad at first,” said
junior setter Sara Sheehan. “But once
we figured out what we needed to do,
we rocked the house.”
“After the first two games, it was prob
ably the best we’ve played as a team,” said
senior attack Sarah Fleming.
The fifth and deciding game, played to
15 instead of 30, is a challenge for any
team to play error free ball and capitalize
on its opportunities. Providence battled
valiantly, but fell short, 15-17.
“They have some really good hitters,”
said Fleming. “They’re the strongest team
we’ve played this year. They were leading
the country in aces going into the match.”
“They have a very good serve receive,”
added Sheehan. “But Saturday shows that
when we’re playing well, we can hang
with good teams.”
Coach Royer, despite the loss, was still
very pleased with the overall performance.
“We had a consistent run of plays. We
executed what we’ve been practicing,” she
said. “Our outside hitters (junior Aida
Cadres and sophomore Abby Majewski)
really stepped it up.”
Majewski, nicknamed “The Beef’ by
her teammates, was also cited by Sheehan
for her strong play.
“She’s the only underclassman in the
lineup, and she’s really become an offen
sive force.”
On Sunday, Sept. 23, Friars did not
play as well, going 1-1 on the day. The
Friars opened against a weaker St. Francis
team, and though PC won in three straight
(30-25, 30-22, and 30-18), its play was
sloppier coming off the difficult defeat
against Maryland Eastern Shore.
Juniors Elizabeth Flynn and Jeanette
Toney, and Fleming all scored double
digits in kills against St. Francis, while
Majewski and junior Kelly Krahenbuhl
recorded 11 digs each.
“We didn’t really play to our potential,”

Mike Springer ’08
Asst. Sports Editor

by

The season doesn’t start until
November, but Providence College Men’s
Basketball Head Coach Tim Welsh already
has his eyes on the
future.
MEN’S
Knowing the imporBASKETBALL tance of finding quality
players, Welsh has
begun his recruiting blitz early in an effort
to matriculate new talent into the program
and help the Friars to replenish their core
of experienced upperclassmen that will be
gone in two years.
On Tuesday, Welsh and his staff had
their first major victory in the recruiting
process when 6’8” forward Bilal Dixon
from Queen of Peace High in North
Arlington, N.J., verbally committed to PC.
Dixon was pursued by St. John’s, Seton
Hall, UNLV, and a few Atlantic 10 schools,
but ultimately chose PC.
“I think it’s the right decision. I felt happy
with Providence,” said Dixon in an interview
with The Providence Journal. “They said
they had one scholarship and they’re giving it
to me. That made me feel good.”
Though Dixon is an extremely raw play
courtesy of sports info
er, he possesses the size and athletic abili
Senior Sarah Fleming helped the Friars to a 3-0 win over St. Francis on Saturday, ty that makes coaches giddy with anticipa
Sept. 22. The team went 1-2 in the Sacred Heart Invitational this weekend and will tion over the type of player that he has the
potential to become.
play in a tournament in North Carolina this weekend.
What drew Welsh and his staff to Dixon
was seeing him play in summer camps
said Royer. “We let [St. Francis] score way
“But there are some good things to take with the Juice All-Stars of Brooklyn, an
more than they should have, even though away from this weekend,” Fleming contin AAU team that features some of the
we still won.”
ued. “We’re a very intense, high powered nation’s top high school talent.
“We put a lot of energy into Maryland offense. Now we need to get our defense in
“Providence saw me with the Juice All
Eastern Shore,” said Fleming. “We just line with our offense.”
Stars,” Dixon said in an interview with The
couldn’t get it together. We looked like
“We’ve also gone undefeated at home,” Providence Journal. “They see me as a
we’d never seen a volleyball before.”
said Sheehan. “And we’ve been traveling a four-man [power forward] and I did a lot
“We played down to their level, but we lot. It’s going to be good to play some of that in the AAU. Providence lets their
still came away with a win,” added matches at home [in October]. We hope to big men do a lot of things on the floor and
Sheehan after the game.
sweep those.”
I liked that.”
However, this type of play was not
For now, the team is going to focus on
Dixon didn’t begin playing varsity bas
enough to get them by Sacred Heart later its upcoming trip to North Carolina, ketball until he transferred to Queen of
in the day. The Friars fell in three straight Sept. 27-29, and work to tighten the Peace from St. Anthony’s last fall, but his
games (27-30, 30-32, and 25-30).
defense in practice. Royer, assistants skilled coupled with the natural progres
“Being mentally fatigued definitely car Annie Fiorvanti and Blair Snyder, and sion that he has made as a player point to a
ried over,” said Royer. “We didn’t pass the student manager Tom Chu—who have very bright future for the young forward.
ball to our setter [Sheehan] very well, worked hard all year—will focus on
At Queen of Peace, Dixon averaged 13
especially off serve receive. We’re an serve receive heading into the North points and 14 rebounds in his first season
offensive team, and if we don’t get the ball Carolina trip as the Friars look to playing varsity ball.
to our hitters, we’re going to struggle. I improve on their 9-6 record.
Extremely versatile with his ability to run
think we realized mid-match that we were
“I think this is the strongest team we’ve the floor, handle the ball in the high post, and
behind a team we should beat, and could had since I’ve been here,” said Royer.
finish around the net, Dixon looks like a valu
n’t come out of it.”
“We have good chemistry,” said junior able asset for future Friar squads.
Sheehan and Fleming agreed.
Sara Sheehan.
Fitting the typical Tim Welsh recruit
“Sacred Heart picked it up since we
“And we have a very good connection mold, Dixon has the potential be another
last played them,” said Fleming, refer on and off the court,” Fleming added.
“diamond in the rough” and possibly join
ring to eight days earlier, when the
The team members have even started the ranks of Ryan Gomes, Herbert Hill,
Friars swept SHU.
finishing each other’s sentences.
and Curry; players that have come to
“It was a learning weekend,” Sheehan
define the Tim Welsh era.
said. “We were definitely deflated. We
went into the weekend thinking we’d go, at
worst, 2-1, and we wound up going 1-2.”

Friars: Looking to Rebound
continued from back page
minded in the first half,” said senior for
ward Danielle Wieneke. “We had more
chances and played with confidence.”
Providence carried some of that confi
dence with them to Fairfield as they took
on the Stags but in a back and forth battle,
the Friars were left on the shorter end of a
1-0 loss.
“Our first fifteen minutes were strong,
but the rest of our play in the first half was
shaky. We were lucky to be tied at the
break,” said McGirr. “I liked the way we
played in the second half. It was a level
game with both sides getting chances to
put the ball in the back of the net.”
The Friars started off the second half
with a shot from Wieneke that was saved
by the Stag goalkeeper. Even with a strong
second half, the Friars failed to find the
back of the net. Unfortunately for the
Frairs, the Stags did.
Fairfield took the lead with a comer kick
into the box that was headed into the back
of the net to give the Stags the lone goal of
the match.

“It was tough to give up that goal
because we played a much better second
half. But we continued to play hard and as
a team. We can compete with everyone in
the Big East when we are on top of our
game,” Wieneke stated.
The Lady Friars are staying positive.
They have only one loss in Big East play,
but will need better all-around perform
ances if they are to push their way into the
Big East tournament.
“Our goals can still be reached this sea
son. We need to find a way to reach 11
points (which would be winning three
games and tying two in conference play). I
think that seven or eight of these games are
very attainable,” said McGirr. “I have been
impressed by the way our team has stayed
positive. Players like Danielle, sophomore
midfielder Tara Ricciardi, and others have
been going outside their normal positions
to benefit the team. Also, I want to thank
the support we have gotten from the PC
community. Our fans have been extending
themselves to us when we’ve been down
and we hope that it will continue as we
look to rebound.”

ONE PERSON

Is it you?

One person
makes a difference
when the mission of Christ
meets the world.

Be that person. Join us.
For more information contact:
Father Dennis Moorman, M.M,
Maryknoll Fathers & Brothers
P. O. Box 305. Maryknoll. NY 30545
e-mail: vocation@maryknoll.org
phone; (914) 941-7590 ext. 2416
tol free: 1888^627 9566

ARYKNOLL
visit our website: www.maryknoll.org
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions
either about PC sports or sports in general to
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our
best to answer them—and stir up a little
debate if we can!

Was Donovan McNabb right when he said that black quarterbacks are under
more pressure than white quarterbacks?
Football is without a doubt our nation’s
most popular sport. From the thousands of
people that pass through the gates of NFL
stadiums across the country, to the millions
that park themselves on the couch with a
cold one, Sundays have become a near
religious experience. At the center of our
obsession with the pigskin lies the quarter
back position. The quarterback is the natu
ral leader of the team, and so naturally,
when things go wrong, he is criticized.
I agree with McNabb that quarterbacks
are often unfairly criticized by analysts on
ESPN and sports talk radio, but I do not
think that the criticism is an issue of race at
all. It seems to me that McNabb has com
pletely forgotten about the past. Just three
years ago, Manning lost to the New
England Patriots in the Divisional Round
of the playoffs. Every time ESPN came on,
analysts were dissecting his every pass,
pointing out every little imperfection and
constantly reiterating why he would never
win a “big game.” Instead of barking at the
media, Manning went about his business
quietly and in the 2007 season he silenced
his critics by winning a Superbowl.
McNabb has been an extremely success
ful quarterback. He has led his team to a
Superbowl and has almost single-handedly
made the Eagles a relevant team in the
NFC again. In my opinion his comments
were unwarranted and completely unnec
essary. The criticism McNabb received in
the early part of this season was not
because of the color of his skin, but instead
because of his poor play against teams that
the Eagles should have beaten. The fact of
the matter is, as a quarterback in the NFL,
you need to be able to take the heat from
the media. It’s time that Donovan McNabb
realizes that the criticism thrown down
upon him was a result of poor play and not
because he is a black quarterback.
—Dan Ollquist ’10

Don’t forget to visit thecowl.com each week to vote in our new
PCI Readers’ Poll!
Last week’s results:
Do you think Commissioner Roger Goodell’s punish
ment of the New England Patriots and Head Coach Bill
Belichick for using an illegal video camera in a game
against the Jets was fair?

Race to the Playoffs
Far From Over in MLB
by

Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff

I hate to say it, but McNabb may have a
point here. I do not think that it is just
black quarterbacks that are under more
pressure, but black athletes in general. Part
of the problem is that society tends to
overemphasize race in sports.
Don’t get me wrong; I am not taking any
thing away from the accomplishments made
by blacks. By consistently emphasizing
when a black person does something spe
cial, however, we, as a society, tend to put
him under the microscope, and put addition
al pressure on him unintentionally.
Take the 2007 Superbowl as an exam
ple. Going into the game, both Tony
Dungy and Lovie Smith knew that one of
them was going to walk away as the first
black coach to win a championship. Tell
me that does not add an extra weight to a
pressure cooker situation. I cannot help
but think that we would not have heard
half as much about the match up had one
of the coaches, for example, been looking
to be the first Swedish American or
Russian American coach to win.
That being said, I think much of what
McNabb is feeling is a problem of loca
tion. It does not help this pressure that
McNabb plays in Philly, a city very wellknown for its brutal sports fans and also, at
times, its racism. The combination of
those two dynamics along with the fact
that McNabb did not play very well in the
first two weeks of 2007 probably got to
him. He was probably frustrated with his
lack of performance and was looking to
deflect some of the media criticism about
his shoddy play by creating a separate
issue. Since McNabb is not someone who
has frequently played the race card in the
past, I think this will quickly dissipate if
McNabb continues to build off Philly’s
blowout win against Washington on
Sunday.
—Erin Redihan '08
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45 % Ryan Holt—The Patriots are not the only offenders.
36 % Drew Goucher—Yes, the punishment was fair.
18 % Neither—Both writers missed something.

Friar Fantasy Focus
With Sports Staffer Ryan Holt ’09

Start Him:
Randy Moss, WR NE—Moss has been electric since his debut with the Patriots
this year. He’s scored a TD in each of his three games, including two last week
against Buffalo. QB Tom Brady loves to spread the ball around, look for him to
give it to Moss when he needs a big play.
Donovan McNabb, QB PHI—McNabb has something to prove. In the week fol
lowing his controversial comments, he came up big for the Eagles, throwing for
381 YDs and four TDs, leading them to a 56-21 win over a good Detroit Lion’s
team, their first of the year. He should keep this offensive streak alive as the Eagles
face the lowly New York Giants, who have given up, on average, over 30 points
per game this season.

Sit Him:
Deuce McAllister, RD NO—A bad night got worse for the Saints on Monday as
they learned McAllister would be out for the remainder of the season. If you
picked him, you’d better search the free agent pool.
Bengals Defense, DEF CIN—They’re playing the Patriots this week, enough said.
Pretend it’s their bye-week and play their back up if you have one. If they’re your
only defense, drop them. They’ve given up over 20points in each game, and 54 in
Week 2. Believe me, it will get even worse.

Ryan Holt ’09
Sports Staff

As the MLB Playoffs approach, there
are still some races to be decided. Here are
my predictions for how they’ll play out:
AL East:
Winner: Boston Red Sox
As of the writing of this article, the Red
Sox hold a two game lead over the
Yankees. The loser of this race will be the
AL wildcard winner. It looks like the Red
Sox will hold on. Here’s why: The Sox fin
ish the season at home, the Yankees are on
the road. Both finish the year against
weaker teams trying to play spoiler. The
Yankees have had trouble with Baltimore,
their opponent this weekend. It does not
seem likely that they can play two better in
the final weekend. Now, if the Yankees can
tie the Sox at season’s end, they have the
tiebreaker and would then win the divi
sion. But in all likelihood, the Boston Red
Sox will win their first division champi
onship since 1995, and become the first
team other then the Yankees to win the AL
East since Baltimore in 1997.
NL East:
Winner: New York Mets
It seems the Mets have done everything
possible to lose this division in the past
month. They will, however, retain their
lead, and thus win the division. The
Phillies are going to have to play some
serious catch-up, and did not do them
selves a favor losing Tuesday night when
the Mets lost. Both teams finish up against
teams out of contention. A monumental
collapse by the Mets, bigger than the one
they’ve been experiencing is the only thing
that will keep them from winning the divi
sion crown.
NL Central:
Winner: Milwaukee Brewers
Yes, they’re two games out. Yes, they
have a tough series this weekend against

the San Diego Padres, another team play
ing for their playoff lives. The Brewers
will win. This is a division that seemingly,
no one wants. The Brewers look to want it
more, though. This has been a division of
collapses. First, the Brewers, then the
Cubs, then the Cardinals even crept in. The
Cubs are currently sitting on top, perfectly
in place for a fall. Plus, they are the Cubs.
Not to mention the fact that Prince Fielder,
who has been great all year, is on a hot
streak. The Brew Crew is primed for a run,
and they’ll make it this week.

NL West:
Winner: Arizona Diamondbacks
The Padres have no chance, none.
They’ll lose to the Brewers this weekend,
and will not make a run at the division or
the wild card. They were swept at home
this weekend by the Colorado Rockies, a
team they’re fighting with for the wild
card and the division. Their best hitter,
Milton Bradley, is gone for the rest of the
season. After an on-field tantrum, and an
attempted attack on an umpire, Bradley
was left injured due to attempts to restrain
him. Bradley’s fall is symbolic of his
team’s. The Padres, once a threat, are no
more. The D-Backs will sail smoothly
into the playoffs.

NL Wild Card:
Winner: Philadelphia Phillies
The Padres will go down, as I’ve told
you earlier. So that leaves the Rockies, a
team surging of late. They’ll be playing the
Diamondback this weekend, a team look
ing to close out their division. This looks
like it could be the end of the Rockies run.
The Phillies, on the other hand, play the
Washington Nationals, at home. A packed
house at Citizens Bank Park is going to be
tough to beat, especially with their first
playoff berth in more than a decade on the
line. The PNIlies are on a mission, and
with the division seemingly out of reach,
they need this. They’ll get it, too.

Soccer: 1-1 Start to Big East
continued from back page
two games—in the 43rd minute. The score
came off a cross from Narciso and ended
DePaul’s streak of shutouts. Until Friday,
the Blue Demons defense had not allowed a
goal all season.
“The game went according to plan,”
said Daley. “We weathered the storm for
the first few minutes and then took control.
Mike Narciso’s cross shot to Maduro was a
good way to go into halftime.”
Maduro assisted on an insurance goal in
the 79th minute when Marcin sent his pass
into the net. The two goals were more than
enough to keep the Blue Demons—who
fell to 4-1 on the season—at bay. Murray
earned his third shutout of the season and
his fourth in nine career starts.
“Ryan made some individual magic and
made something out of nothing when he
scored off a throw-in,” Daley said.
“We played well enough to win,” said
Marcin. “We scored some goals. “DePaul
beat UConn on Sunday, which shows their
potential.”
The win on Friday marked the second
straight year that the team has won its con
ference opener. After this opening week
end, the team finds itself tied with West
Virginia in third place in the Big East Blue
Division. If the season ended today, the
Friars would make the conference tourna
ment, as it is among the top six teams in its
division. The team is not thinking about
that now though, because it knows there is
still a lot of soccer to be played between
now and Nov. 7, when the Tournament
kicks off in Storrs, Conn.
“The playoffs are so far away,” said
Daley. “There are still nine Big East
games. We don’t allow the team to think
about more than our game on Friday.”
Instead, the Friars are putting all of their
energy into preparing for their two home
games this weekend. The team will host

Syracuse on Friday, Sept. 28 and hope to
pull itself above .500 in conference play.
“We need to go out and get two wins,”
said Marcin. “We need to play well. I think
we can beat them and start off 3-1.”
St. John’s, one of only two Bug East
teams undefeated in Big East play—Notre
Dame is the other—will visit on Sunday,
Sept. 20. Both matches kick off at 3:00
p.m.
“Syracuse is off to its best start in recent
history,” said Daley. “They’re very good.
We’re attack-oriented. We’ve been fortu
nate to be on the right side of the results,
our teams are matched up so evenly.”
In fact, Providence has won its last two
games against the Orange in the final
minute of play. In 2005, the winning goal
was scored with 30 seconds to go. Last
year was even closer; the Friars scored
with less then 10 seconds in the game.
“It’s a source of motivation for
Syracuse,” said Daley. “It’s something for
us to be aware of too.”

Spring Break '2008
Sell Trips, Earn Cash, Go Free!

Best Prices Guaranteed to Jamaica,
Mexico, Bahamas, S. Padre

and Florida.
Call for group discounts.
1-800-648-4849

www.ststravel.com
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Winning Weekend for Friar Field Hockey
Dan Ollquist ’10
Asst. Sports Editor

by

A team can often be judged by its abili
ty to bounce back from a loss. Thus far, the
Providence College Field Hockey Team
has shown it is more than capable of dealing with adversity. After being
FIELD blanked by Northeastern a
HOC KEY week ago, the Friars rebound
ed nicely and earned victo
ries against Maine and Harvard.
On Wednesday, Sept. 26, Providence
took on the Harvard Crimson and made
quick work of the Ivy Leaguers.
Sophomore Nellie Poulin started the game
off with a bang, connecting on a goal off a
penalty comer just 1:05 into the game.
Harvard would answer later in the half to
tie the game at 1 a piece, but freshman
Julie Ruggieri mad sure to get the momen
tum back on PC’s side as she found the
back of the net with just 34 seconds
remaining in the first half. The majority of
the second half was dominated by strong
defense by both clubs, but in the final 5
minutes, Ruggieri struck for her second
goal of the game off a feed from junior
Jessica Lane to give the Friars an impres
sive 3-1 win on the road.
On Saturday, Sept. 23, the Friars trav
eled to Orono, Maine to take on the Black
Bears of the University of Maine. In the
world of sports, it is the norm for veteran
players to step up their performance on the
road, and although the upperclassmen
played extremely well, it was a freshman

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Abby Maguire, above, set up freshman Julie Ruggieri’s second—and ulti
mately, gamewinning—goal in the team’s defeat at Maine on Sunday, Sept. 23. This
week, the Friars will host Louisville and Boston College.
that again led the Friar attack.
Having been shutout by Northeastern,
Providence made sure to get on the board
quickly against Maine. Just 3:40 into the
contest, junior Meghan Holden scored on a
penalty comer off an assist from senior

Michalagh Stoddard. Following the
Holden goal, Maine answered with a goal
of its own to tie the score at 1-1. The Friar
offense made sure to respond to Maine’s
equalizer and the offensive charge was led
by freshman sensation Julie Ruggieri.

Ruggieri scored back to back goals to end
the half, one assisted by sophomore
Adriene Marois and the other coming off
a feed from senior Abby Maguire which
gave PC a 3-1 advantage heading into the
halftime intermission.
Ruggieri—who now leads the team in
total points—has had a very important
impact in her freshman campaign.
“Julie has really stepped it up,” said
Head Coach Diane Madl. “Her play has
allowed us to execute our offense game
plan night in and night out.”
The Black Bear defense stifled the PC
attack and kept the Friars off the score
board for the entire second half. The
Providence defense allowed a goal to slip
pass with just 6:20 remaining and were
able to fend off the final Maine push and
hold on for a 3-2 victory.
“This was a very important win for us,”
noted coach Madl. “Any time you’re com
ing off a loss like we were its extremely
important not to let you’re confidence slide.
This win helped us regain our confidence
especially on the offensive end.”
PC hopes that the momentum can
carry over into this coming week as they
take on a brutal portion of their sched
ule. On Saturday, Sept. 30, Providence
will host the No. 16 Louisville Cardinals
and then will clash with the No. 10
Boston College Eagles. This week will
tell a lot about the 2007 Friar Field
Hockey team. If it comes out on top then
it will certainly start to be considered
one of the best teams in the nation.

Lady Friars’ Soccer PC Opens Big East Slate
Feet Feel the Heat
by

PC Women’s Soccer still
looking for its first
conference win
by

Bradley Chen ’08
Sports Staff

It was a comfortably warm
September day as the Women’s
Soccer Team took on nationally
ranked UConn, but the heat on
field was too
WOMEN’S much for the
SOCCER Lady Friars to
overcome. The
Huskies scored in the first minute
of the match, putting Providence
on their heels for much of the first
half and cruised to a 6-0 victory.
UConn used impressive
overlapping runs to put up five
goals in the opening half
against the
injury-riddled
Providence team. Providence
struggled to take the pressure
off its defense and mount much
of an attack which kept goalie
Laura Elfers busy all day.
The Huskies struck in the first
minute of the game as Karyn
Riviere took a quick shot from
the top of box that sailed into the
top left comer of the net. The
scoring continued for UConn in
the 13th minute as Samantha
Kelley sent a pass to Annie Yi
who took a shot from 22 yards
out and put it in the back of the
net.
In the 20th minute, PC goal
keeper Laura Elfers stopped a
shot from the Huskies, but
Brittany Taylor caught the
rebound and scored the third
Huskies goal. Nine minutes later,
UConn’s Brianna Gray sent a

pass through to the top of the box
that Brittany Tegeler shot and
scored
on.
The
Huskies’
Alexandra Zedros took a penalty
kick in the 39th minute but Elfers
dove to her left, with a phenome
nal stop. In the 42nd minute, the
Huskies’ Meghan Schnur took a
free kick on the net that Elise
Fugowski deflected into the back
right comer of the goal for
UConn’s fifth score.
“UConn is one of the best pro
grams in the country and they
caught us off guard from kickoff.
We did not react well at all,” Head
Coach Jim McGirr noted. “At
halftime I had a choice to make.
Shout and yell about the things
they were doing wrong, or stay
positive and try to build up posi
tively. We tried to stay positive. It
was time for them to put in a bet
ter performance and use the sec
ond half as preparation for our
next game.”
The Friars did have a better
second half. While UConn scored
another goal in the 53rd minute,
Providence got some scoring
opportunities of their own.
The Friars best scoring oppor
tunity came in the 74th minute as
sophomore
Greta Houlihan
caught the ball on a breakaway
and sent a shot from the 18-yard
line at the goal which was deflect
ed wide by UConn goalkeeper
Stephanie Labbe.
“Coach said we had nothing to
lose at that point (halftime) and
our goal should be to play our
game and create more of an attack
because we were so defensive

Erin Redihan ’08
Sports Editor

This weekend could have been
a lot worse for the Providence
College Men’s Soccer Team. Not
only did the team have to start its
conference schedMEN'S ule on the road, it
SOCCER had to make what
Coach Chaka Daley
referred to as, “probably the most
difficult road trip in the Big
East.” The Friars began their
2007 campaign with a match on
Friday, Sept. 21, at DePaul in
Chicago. From there, they trav
eled to Tampa to take on the No.
10 Bulls of South Florida.
“It was challenging because
there were a lot of miles and
hotels and more so because it was
our first road trip,” said Daley. “It
was a new situation, especially
for the freshmen.”
The Friars went into their
match at No. 10 South Florida on
Sunday, Sept. 23, hoping to build
on their two-game win streak and
win their first game against a
ranked opponent this season.
Unfortunately, they were unable
to accomplish either of these
aims. USF won 3-1 to drop
Providence’s record to 4-3 over
all, 1-1 in the Big East.
“It was a decent start,” said
Daley. “We got three out of a pos
sible six points. It’s a decent start
and gets us on board. We’re not
chasing our tail.”
The Bulls showed why they are
the 10th best team early in the
match by taking a 1-0 lead in just
the second minute. Franci
Aristeguieta scored his first goal
of 2007 unassisted. The Bulls slid
another ball past PC junior keeper
Timothy Murray 10 minutes later
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Senior Michael Narciso, above, assisted classmate Ryan Maduro
for Maduro’s fourth goal this season in a 2-0 win at DePaul on
Friday, Sept. 21.
“We played our first 12 to 15
minutes out to lunch. I don’t
know if it was the travel or the
heat, but those minutes cost us
the game. After that, we played
much better but it was too much
to overcome.”
The Friars did not get dis
couraged, however. They cut
the lead in half in the 49th
minute off a free kick.
Sophomore Justin Kahle fed
fellow sophomore Jonathan
Medcalf for Medcalf’s fourth
goal of the season. He leads the
team in that category.
Though they outshot the Bulls
for the remainder of the second
half, the Friars were not able to
get anything past South Florida’s
Diego Restrepo. USF, on the

other hand, capitalized on one of
its final chances to take a 3-1 lead
with just seconds remaining in
the game.
“It was unlucky,” said fresh
man Matt Marcin. “We played
well as a team, so it was disap
pointing.”
Before losing to the Bulls on
Sunday, the Friars played their
first-ever match at DePaul on
Friday. In addition to being PC’s
inaugural trip to the home of the
Blue Demons, it marked the
opening to the team’s Big East
slate.
Senior Preseason All-American
Ryan Maduro scored his second
goal of the season—and in the last
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